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A Christian Indian mother of Guatemala Se ee ee 
_ erinding corn by an endent aomiet. (Lesson for April 16) 
Lesson 3.—When the Righteous Suffer 

Job. 1; 2; 19:13-26; James 1:12-15 





OUR FATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


6. Our FatHeR WuHicH ART 
IN HEAVEN 


(+4 O can remember the new word 
we learned yesterday?” asked 

Miss MacDonald, as soon as the chil- 

dren settled down in their seats. 

“I do!” sang out Mary. “Invocation. 
It means the same as a salutation, only 
it’s a greeting addressed to God, not to 
anyone else.” 

“Good!” said Miss MacDonald, writ- 
ing the word on the board. “Here’s how 
it’s spelled. Watch out I don’t slip it 
into your spelling test on Friday!” 

Thet children grinned. They were 
used to Miss MacDonald. They rather 
enjoyed the way she sometimes put 
extra words they had learned during 
the week into their Friday spelling test. 
It was- fun to surprise her by getting 
them right. 

“Now, who can tell me what we 
learned about the first two words of 
our invocation?” inquired the teacher. 
“Dale?” 

“We learned that God was never 
called Father in Old Testament times. 
He was called Lord. But when Jesus 
came, and died for our sins, God said 
that those who believed on Him could 
become members of His family; and so 
we call God Father.” 

“I think we learned two things about 
becoming members of God’s family,” 
said Miss MacDonald. “What were 
they?” 

“We are born into His family when 
we receive Jesus,” answered Peter, “and 
we are adopted into His family, too.” 

“It’s almost as if God were making 
doubly sure that we should belong to 
Him, isn’t it,” agreed Miss MacDonald. 
“And all these things tell us how much, 
how very, very much, God loves us. 

“Today we want to look at the second 
part of the invocation, the words, ‘which 
art in heaven.’” 

“Where is Heaven?” asked Brian. 
it up in the sky?” 

Miss MacDonald smiled. “It may be,” 
she replied. “We don’t really know, 
and it doesn’t really matter. But 
there’s one thing we do know, and that 
does matter. It is this: Heaven is 
where God is. And when He takes us 
to Heaven, He will take us to be with 
Himself. He hasn’t told us all that we’d 
like to know about Heaven, but He has 
told us all that we need to know. In 
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Heaven there is no sin: “You teniember 
the hymn we learned? 


There is a City bright, 
Closed are its gates to sin; 
Naught that defileth, 
Naught that Ang ~<a 

Can ever enter 


The children sediod: They loved to 
sing that hymn. It was one of their 
favorites. 

“Now our invocation says that God 
is in Heaven,” continued Miss MacDon- 
ald. “I have often told you that God is 
here with us in our schoolroom. Which 
is right?” 

“Well, I think—both, in a way,” re- 
plied Robbie. 

“How can God be two places at 
once?” 

“Well—God is everywhere, isn’t He?” 
Robbie floundered a little bit. He felt 
pretty sure he was right, but he couldn’t 
quite prove it. 

“Yes, Robbie,” Miss MacDonald said 
with an understanding smile, “He is 
everywhere. He’s in Heaven, all right; 
but He’s also right here with us. Think 
of it this way: Where’s Daddy today?” 

A little stir ran round the room as 
the children all answered at once. 

“At the office.” 

“He’s operating in the hospital.” 

“He’s flying to New York today.” 

“This is his day off. He and Mummy 
are working in the garden.” 

The children all knew where their 
fathers were! 

“How many can understand aioe I 
mean when I say that your fathers are 
right here?” asked Miss MacDonald. 

The children thought for a moment. 
Then light began to break across their 


(Continued on page 268) 





‘ he deceives. 


wi Se Notes on- 
Open letters 





What Is the Meaning of 
Genesis 3:15? 


Please explain to me Genesis 3:15. 
Never have I heard it explained sat- 
isfactorily. 

The Sunday School Times is so 
helpful and true to God’s Word. 
Thank you for the help—A South 
Carolina reader. 


Genesis 3:15 is part of the curse that 
God pronounced upon the _ serpent 
through which Satan seduced Eve and 
led her to eat of the fruit of the for- 
bidden tree in the Garden of Eden. The 
“Serpent” spoken of here is not to be 
thought of as the reptile that we know 
today. In the Genesis account it is 
described as subtle, and he speaks and 
This could not be said of 
a mere snake. Many Bible students be- 
lieve that the serpent of Eden was 
once a_ beautiful creature originally 
walking upright, and that he was 
chosen by Satan as a tool to deceive 
Eve, and that his true identity is re- 
vealed by Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 


(Continued on page 269) 
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To Rouse the Skeptic Out of Sleep 


Few unbelievers have stopped to analyze their unbelief 
and its consequences, Often they drift into it through 
carelessness, indifference, and the deceitfulness of sin. They 
love darkness rather than the light and seldom give time 
seriously to consider the all-important question, “What think 
ye of Christ?” In an old book called “The Rise and Prog- 
ress of Religion in the Soul,” Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) 
develops very fully the reasons why each one of us should 
get right with God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the chapter entitled “Appeal to the Doubting,” he sug- 
gests to the doubter that he make a “memorandum” of 
his determination not to receive Christ in the following 
startling terms: “On such a day of such a year, I deliberately 
resolved that I would live and die rejecting Christianity 
myself, and doing all I could to overthrow it. This day I 
determined, not only to renounce all subjection to, and ex- 
pectation from Jesus of Nazareth, but also to make it a 
serious part of the business of my life, to destroy, as far as 
I possibly can, all regard to him in the minds of others, and 
to exert my most vigorous efforts, in the way of reasoning 
or ridicule, to sink the credit of his religion, and, if it be 
possible, to root it out of the world; in calm, steady defiance 


of that day, when his followers say, he shall appear in so 
much majesty and terror, to execute the vengeance threat- 
ened to his enemies.” *‘Dare you write this, and sign it?” 
asks Doddridge. “I firmly believe that many a man, who 
would be thought a deist [one who believes that God made 
the world, but since has had nothing to do with it], and 
endeavors to increase the number, would not. And if you 
in particular dare not do it, whence does that small re- 
mainder of caution arise? The cause is plain. There is in your 
conscience somé secret apprehension that this rejected, this 
opposed, this derided Gospel may, after all, prove true. 
And if there be such an apprehension, then let coriscience 
do its office, and convict you of the impious madness of 
acting as if it were most certainly and demonstrably false.” 
It may be that these lines will not at first come under the 
eye of anyone who is resisting God. But some reader may 
have a friend or relative who has not yet allowed Christ 
to come into his heart, and who might be persuaded to read 
this note. The above bold resolution, thus set forth in print, 
might affect him as the earthquake at midnight in Philippi 
so impressed the jailer that he cried out, “What must I do 
to be saved?” Any intelligent Christian can answer him. 





The Message of the Resurrection 
By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


_ April 1, 1961 (Lesson for April 16) 


fifteenth chapter of 1 Corin- 

thians is the master chapter of the 

Bible on the Resurrection. More 

is said about the Resurrection in this 

chapter than in any other single pas- 

Sage in Scripture. It yields these mes- 
Sages concerning the Resurrection. 


1, The Resurrection is the message of 
truth. Paul tells his readers that Christ 
‘Tose again the third day according to 
the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:4). Now the 
Bible is indeed “the scripture of truth” 
(Dan. 10:21). Paul wrote that “Christ 
was a minister of the circumcision for 
the truth of God, to confirm the prom- 
ises made unto the fathers” (Rom. 15: 
8). Therefore, when we read that the 
resurrection of Christ was “according 
to the scriptures,” we know that His 
resurrection is a message of truth. That 
is important because those who did not 
know the Scriptural truth about His 
Tesurrection did not believe that He had 
Tisen! The Apostle John says of those 
People, “For as yet they knew not the 
Scripture, that he must rise again from 


Dr. Petrie, well-known Bible teacher 

in the Pacific Northwest, discusses 

here four of the practical effects of 
the resurrection of Christ. 








the dead” (John 20:9). When, there- 
fore, they were told of Christ’s resur- 
rection, they “believed not” (Mark 16: 
11), and the message of Christ’s resur- 
rection “seemed to them as idle tales” 
(Luke 24:11). But Christ was then 
risen, and is risen, and His resurrection 
is a message of truth. 

1 Corinthians 15 further shows that 
the resurrection of Christ is a message 
of truth in that He was seen by many 
witnesses in His resurrection state. The 
record of 1 Corinthians 15 records that 
six times Christ was seen in His resur- 
rection body. He “was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve: after that, he was 
seen of above five hundred brethren at 
once ... After that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles. And 
last of all [says Paul] he was seen of 
me also” (1 Cor. 15:5-8). When Paul 


wrote 1 Corinthians 15, “the greater 
part” of the more than five hundred 
who saw Him were then alive in the 
flesh. The resurrection of Christ is a 
message of truth, based on the Scrip- 
ture and witnessed by hundreds of true 
brethren. 

2. The Resurrection is a message of 
hope. That is the meaning of the pas- 
sage recorded in verses 19-34. The 
writer shows that the resurrection of 
Christ gives the Christian hope, and 
that this hope endures throughout life. 
“If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miser- 
able” or “most pitiable” (v. 19). Paul 
immediately assures his readers that the 
hope is a well-founded one, and that 
the resurrection of Christ gives and sus- 
tains the hope of resurrection of those 
in Christ. “But now hath-Christ been 
raised from the dead, the first fruits 
of them that are asleep” (v. 20, A.S.V.). 

The Greek word for hope in verse 19 
is in the perfect tense, and “implies 

(Continued on page 267) 
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THE TIMES News ‘Report 


@ LONDON.—The New Testament portion of 
The New English Bible has gone on sale through- 
out all English-speaking countries of the world 
with a total initial printing of 1,275,000 copies. 
Dealers announced that it had become a best- 
seller in Britain within a few hours after its 
appearance in bookstores. The volume was for- 
mally “presented” to the churches at a special 
Westminster Abbey service on March 15, and the 
Scripture Union promoted a “Scripture Union 
Week” to coincide with the event, conducting 
nearly 4,000 meetings in London, ranging from 
the House of Commons to a jail. Reaction to the 
new Bible has been varied. Daily Mail head- 
lines read, “So that God can talk to teenagers,” 
and writer Rhone Churchill commented, “What 
these erudite scholars have been trying to do is 
to write a Bible for teenagers and for adults with 
teenage minds.” Scholars and churchmen gen- 
erally, however, have commended the volume 
for its use of modern English. 


@ LEOPOLDVILLE.— Roman Catholic priests 
have been clubbed and beaten, and nuns sub- 
jected to bestial treatment by Congolese troops 
in Kivu Province controlled by the leftist rebel 
regime of Antoine Gizenga, United Nations re- 
ports disclosed. A Protestant woman missionary 
also was attacked recently. 300 Europeans are 
still in the area and at the mercy of the rampag- 


ing Congolese, according to ten victims of the: 


terror flown here from Kivu. 


@ CUBA.—Recent evangelistic crusades in 92 
Southern Baptist churches and missions here 
brought over 5,000 conversions, reports the 
Home Missions Board in Atlanta. 


@ The International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students has announced ‘the publication of 
“Span,” described as “a Christian magazine for 
students throughout Africa.” |t will be the first 
such journal for Africa, and will appear three 
times a year. Its purpose will be twofold: to 
unite the Christian students of Africa and to 
challenge them through articles, information, 
and news from Christian students in all parts of 
the continent. 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—Msgr. Frederick Hoch- 
walt, chairman of the education department of 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference, has 
stated here that Catholics object to having con- 
struction loans from the Government for private 
(i.e., Catholic) schools considered by Congress 
as separate legislation from the main bill that 
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President Kennedy has presented requesting 
Government aid for education. Msgr. Hochwalt 
said, “We don’t like the one-two approach with 
our schools second.” The Catholic Church has 
been pressing the Government to include pa- 
rochial schools in the proposed program for 
federal aid to education. 


@ MONROVIA, LIBERIA.—Radio Station ELWA 
reports that President Nasser of the United Arab 
Republic has recently announced plans for a 
gigantic radio station to propagate the Moslem 
faith throughout Africa and Asia. 


@ NEW YORK.—A three-man commission of 
the National Baptist Convention, largest Negro 
church group in the U.S., left here recently to 
set up a “miniature Peace Corps” in Liberia. 
Object of the delegation is to purchase 5,000 
acres of farmland on which skilled young Ameri- 
can Negroes will settle, become Liberian citizens 
if they wish, and help the country’s economic 
development while teaching nationals Christian 
living and farming methods. Mr. David M. 
Thomas, Consul General of Liberia, commented, 
“I'm very happy to see this thing materialize.” 
The project takes its name from President Ken- 
nedy’s proposed Peace Corps of young Ameri- 
cans. 


@ The New York Christian Life Convention met 
in Calvary Baptist Church in Manhattan, March 
5-11. The purpose of the conference was to 
stimulate Christians in the metropolitan New 
York area to greater commitment to Christ and 
a fuller walk in fellowship with God. Speakers 
were Dr. G. Allen Fleece, president of Colum- 
bia Bible College, the Rev. Lawrence Love of the 
Billy Graham team, Mr. C. Stacey Woods, presi- 
dent of The Sunday School Times, and Mr. 
Harold Wildish of Jamaica. Attendance of up 
to 1,200 nightly was reported. 


@ The International Society of Christian En- 
deavor will hold its 46th convention in Chicago, 
July 5-8. Under the theme, “Into All the World 
Together,” the convention marks the 80th year 
of the pioneer Protestant youth movement. 
Speakers will include Billy Graham and Dr. 
Daniel Poling. 





Vext Wheel ee : 

“The Minister’s Role in the Sunday School,” 
by Matthew E. Welde, chairman of the Phila- 
delphia Area Sunday School Association. 
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Message and Method 


One of the most crucial areas in which Christians must 
carry on their witness to Jesus Christ is the student world. 
And it is not an easy area. Novelists, playwrights, and off- 
beat (or perhaps beat) philosophers command the interest 
of university students today, while the Church has some- 
times projected an image of dullness, futility, and obscur- 
antism. 

Dr. A. Henry Hetland, a leader in Lutheran student work, 
said recently that changes in student attitudes since World 
War II necessitate constant adjustment in the Christian mis- 
sion on campus. “Campus workers have to struggle to 
break through a stereotyped picture of religion as a leisure 
time activity . . . primarily concerned with fellowship.” 
He warned that “there should be no mistaking the fact that 
the national ‘religious wave’ is receding from the academic 
world, turned back in part by sheer academic pressures, and 
in part by disillusionment.” 

It is the fashion now, when confronted by some such 
word about the “breakdown of communication” between 
the Church and the world, for Christians to pick up the 
thongs and begin self-flagellation. There are loud cries of 
penitence for our “tragic failure to make the Gospel relevant 
to this generation.” 

Two things need to be said, however. First, if it is true 
that the Gospel is not commanding a serious hearing on the 
campus (and there is every reason to believe that Mr. Het- 
land is accurate in his analysis of the situation), then we 
do well to begin with ourselves in order to find out why. 
Are we effectively proclaiming the authoritative Word of 
God? Have we withdrawn from the stream of life and 





thereby forfeited our hearing in the world? Do we hang 
on to nonessential ideas, which only muddy the clear water 
of the Gospel? If the answer to any of these questions is 
Yes, then a house cleaning is indicated. 

The content of the Gospel remains unchanged in every age 
and in every environment. But the way in which the mes- 
sage is presented to different groups at different times may 
vary: We may profit from Christ’s example. He told Nico- 
demus he needed new birth. He told the Pharisees to repent, 
and the rich young man to sell his goods. He invited the 
woman at the well to drink of living water. What He was 
saying ultimately to each of them was the same, but His 
approach varied according to their needs. We need con- 
stantly to ask ourselves whether our failure to “communicate 
the Gospel” is due to a faulty approach to people. 

On the other hand, what we might be likely to forget is 
that naturally the contemporary novelists and philosophers 
will command a hearing more readily than the Church be- 
cause they speak things which the natural mind likes to 
hear. The Church has a message of love, it is true, but the 
message involves judgment and repentance. This is not 
something that we like to hear about. The Gospel is a 
profoundly disturbing thing, and if the student world wel- 
comes the relativistic message of current thinkers, we need 
not be surprised. The Church will always encounter an 
opposition that the prophets of this world do not have to 
face, because it brings a message from God, and the natural 
man is not inclined to listen when God speaks. He “re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him.” 








Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


in our day of anemic convictions: 


greater, not that God’s giving ceases. 


BISHOPS AFFIRM FAITH.—The recently released pastoral letter of the House of Bishops 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church is refreshingly unique among ecclesiastical pronouncements 


*. .. we are Christians because we accept what God did for all men in Christ once and with 
finality. To say that Christ is God’s final gift to man means that no gift can be as great or 
To say less than this is to deny the uniqueness and 
completeness of the self-disclosure and the redeeming work of God in Christ. ... 

“The Christian story proclaims that God created all that is. 


The doctrine of creation rightly 









understood is the gateway to the understanding of the Christian life and Christian theology. The 
Good News is primarily a message of the creation and of the new creation which redeems and 
fulfills what was implicit from the beginning . . . 

“To believe in Christ is to be caught up by His Holy Spirit and to belong to the community of 
His Spirit which is the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. . . . He binds together those 
who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, the family 
of God. In this mystical Body of Christ, the Lord and giver of life, the Holy Spirit is working 
with, among, and in us and confirming the Word of God. This common life with its worship of 
God, its new quality of living, its mission to draw all men to Christ, and its duty to work to 
fulfill and to transform human society is the first fruit of such life with God. Its final consum- 
mation is stated in the last, great hope of such a life with God. ‘I look for the Resurrection of 
the dead; and the Life of the world to come. 


> 99 
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JESUS CHRIST— 


the Duvisive Reconciler 


By Vernon C. Grounds, D. D. 


J. Woodstock, was an editor of the 

Wall Street Journal who delighted 
to puzzle people by asking this: “What 
is the one question, the answer to which 
will either more fundamentally unite 
men or more absolutely divide them 
than the answer to any other ques- 
tion?” Only a handful of the hundreds 
of individuals whom he asked through 
the years guessed correctly. For Wood- 
stock had in mind our Lord’s inquiry 
to His disciples, “What think ye of 
Christ?” 

But was Thomas J. Woodstock right? 
Does Jesus Christ absolutely divide men 
as well as fundamentally unite men? 
Is Jesus Christ really the Great Di- 
vider? Strange! Incredibly strange, as 
a matter of fact! Jesus Christ came 
into the world in order to be the Great 
Reconciler. He lived and ministered 
and suffered and died and rose again 
in order to bring estranged sinners back 
into fellowship with their Creator, a 
fellowship in. which they might have 
forgiveness and find the fulfillment of 
life. And on Calvary our Saviour per- 
fectly accomplished His great work of 
reconciliation. Certainly that is Paul’s 
teaching in Colossians 1:20, 21: “Having 
made peace through the blood of his 
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto 
himself; by him, I say, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven. 
And you, that were sometime alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled.” 


In Plainest Language 

How could language say it more 
plainly? Jesus Christ is the Great Rec- 
onciler. That is Paul’s teaching once 
more in Romans 5:8-10: “But God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us. Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath through him. For if, when 
we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life.” How could language 
say it more plainly? That is Paul’s 
teaching again in 2 Corinthians 5: 18-20: 
“And all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation; to wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then we 
are ambaégssadors for Christ, as though 


A DEVOUT Roman Catholic, Thomas 
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Dr. Grounds, who is president of 

Conservative Baptist Theological 

Seminary in Denver, Colorado, points 

up an often-neglected aspect of the 
truth concerning Christ. 








God did beseech you by us: we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God.” 

As the Great Reconciler Jesus Christ 
is also the Great Inviter. In Matthew 
11:28 He extends an invitation that 
takes in everyone. It embraces young 
and old, rich and poor, high and low, 
black and white. It is an invitation 
both unconditional and indiscriminate: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 

In response to the Great Inviter men 
and women came to Jesus Christ during 
His days on earth, magnetized by His 
grace; and coming in faith they experi- 
enced reconciliation unto God. Phari- 
sees like Nicodemus came; publicans 
like Zacchaeus came; taxpayers like 
Matthew came; doctors like Luke came; 
fishermen like Peter came; beggars 
came; lepers came; Gentiles came; 
harlots came. And no matter who 
came, they discovered in Jesus Christ 
tenderness, compassion, understanding, 
and a love that seemed to have no 
limits. 








But | Hadn’t Time 
By Cordelia Spitzer 


HE windflower blew where the snow 
had lain 
Of late, and the little brook, 
Freed from the winter, leapt again 
But I hadn’t time to look. 


A wood bird sang in the cedar tree; 
Its notes fell sweet and clear, 

Like a message that was just for me 
But I hadn’t time to hear. 


And one chanced by from whom I 
learned 
Of the plight of a friend whose need 


I might relieve by a smile or word 


But I hadn’t time to heed. 


Now once again the wind is chill 
And the snow lies cold and deep, 
And the thrush has flown from the 
wooded hill 
Where my friend and the wildflowers 
sleep. 


I think when I read that sweet story of old, 
When Jesus was here among men, 
a = called little children as lambs to His 

I should like to have been with Him then. 
5 WE See Bie Reale tas tome Shen 

That His arm had been thrown around mo; 
And Head have seen His kind look when 

“Let the little ones come unto Me.” 

Today, long centuries after He walked 
this earth, our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Great Reconciler, is still extending His 
invitation, and in response to that in- 
vitation men and women are still com- 
ing to the Saviour. The Great Inviter 
is still carrying out the promise made 
in John 12:32, “I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 
The Great Inviter is still demonstrat- 
ing the powerful magnetism and the 
amazing universality of His grace. 

Time is no barrier to the experience 
of reconciliation. A first century intel- 
lectual like Paul came in faith to Jesus 
Christ, and he experienced reconcili- 
ation. In the twentieth century an 
Oxford scholar like C. S. Lewis comes 
to Jesus Christ in faith, and he, too, 
experiences reconciliation. 


No Barrier in Culture or Nationality 


Culture is no barrier, either. African 
bushmen come to Jesus Christ in faith 
and they experience reconciliation. 
Hollywood sophisticates come to Jesus 
Christ in faith, and they likewise ex- 
perience reconciliation. Neither is na- 
tionality a barrier to this experience. 
Russians, Japanese, Danes, Hollanders, 
and Polynesians come in faith to Jesus 
Christ, and He brings them into a life- 
transforming fellowship with God. 

The Great Reconciler is still the Great 
Inviter. Magnetically He invites. Ur- 
gently He invites. Gently He invites. 
Pleadingly He invites. Unwearyingly 
He invites. Come, He begs. Come unto 
Me, He begs. Come unto Me all you 
who labor and are heavy laden, He 
begs. Come, He begs, promising, I will 
give you rest. Come, begs this Good 
Shepherd of inexhaustible mercy, who 
will not break any bruised reed. Come, 
begs this Good Shepherd who will not 
quench the smoking flax of a doubt- 
torn heart. Come, begs this Good Shep- 
herd who leaves the ninety and nine 
sheep safe in the fold and goes out into 
the darkness to search for the one lost 
lamb until He finds it. Come, come, 
come! That is the invitation which the 
Great Reconciler has never yet re- 
tracted. 

But the Great Reconciler and the 
Great Inviter is also paradoxically the 
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April 1, 1961 (Lesson for April 16) 


“Great Offender. Strange! Incredibly 


strange, as a matter of fact! Jesus Christ 
is the Great Offender who repels men 
and women, driving them away from 
Himself. He magnetizes, to be sure, 
and yet at the same time He antago- 
nizes! 

While He lived here on earth, this is 
precisely what Jesus Christ did. He 
sometimes repelled men and women, 
driving them away from Himself. He, 
the Great Reconciler and the Great In- 
viter, proved to be the Great Offender. 
This is a fact which looms large in the 
Gospels, yet as a rule we overlook it, 
ignore it, and even deny it. Jesus 
Christ was and still is the Great Of- 
fender. 

In the eleventh chapter of Matthew 
this fact looms up like the Empire State 
Building on the skyline of New York 
City. Our Lord was a Messiah so dif- 
ferent from the Messiah whom the Jews 
had mistakenly expected (and they 
were mistaken because of their garbled 
interpretations of the Old Testament) 
that even John the Baptist was shaken 
and perplexed. Hence from prison, as 
we read in verses two and three, he 
sent messengers to the Saviour inquir- 
ing, “Art thou he that should come, or 
do we look for another?” Our Lord’s 
reply in. verses four through six was 
marked by bulletlike directness. “Go 
and show John again those things which 
ye do hear and see: the blind receive 
their sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them. And 
blessed is he, whosoever shall not be 
offended in me.” You see, of course, 
what that reply means. The ministry 


‘of Jesus Christ was likely to cause of- 


fense—and did cause offense. He was 
so different from the Messiah expected 
by the Jews that instead of drawing 
people to Himself He sometimes drove 
them away. 


In the fifteenth chapter of Matthew — 


that fact looms up again like the Rocky 
Mountains as you approach Denver 
from the East. Unhesitatingly our Lord 
challenged the religious traditions of 
His day, traditions contrary to the 
truth of God. With shocking boldness 
He violated the age-old customs of the 
Pharisees, much to the alarm of His 
friends and followers, as verse twelve 
shows: “Then came his disciples, and 
said unto him, Knowest thou that the 
Pharisees were offended, after they 
heard this saying?” So our Lord Jesus, 
the Great Reconciler and the Great In- 
viter, proved to be the Great Offender. 
In the sixth chapter of John this fact 
looms up yet again like an elephant 
crossing the vision of a gnat. Jesus had 
emphatically claimed to ‘be the only 
Source of eternal salvation. He had 
Claimed that apart from Himself there 
could be no hope of fellowship with 
God after death. But see the reaction 
to His claim as that reaction is re- 
corded from verse sixty through verse 
sixty-six. 
Many therefore of his disciples, when 
they had heard this, said, This is a hard 
Saying; who can hear it? When Jesus 





knew in himself that his disciples mur- 
mured at it, he said unto them, Doth 
this offend you? What and if ye shall 
see the Son of man ascend up where he 
was before? It is the spirit that quick- 
eneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life. But there are 
some of you that believe not. For Jesus 
knew from the beginning who they 
were that believed not, and who should 
betray him. And he said, Therefore 
said I unto you, that no man can come 
unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. From that time many of 
his disciples went back, and walked no 
more with him. 
Thus because of His claims, because of 
His teachings, and because of His de- 
mands, Jesus Christ, the Great Recon- 
ciler and the Great Inviter, proved in 
the days of his flesh to be the Great 
Offender. Indeed, He offended people 
so violently, that He was not always 
loved; He was hated by many. In 
John 15:18 He minced no words as He 
warned His disciples, “If the world hate 
you, ye know that it hated me before 
it hated you.” Hated rather than loved, 
the Great Offender in the end was not 
crowned: He was crucified. 
Now there is nothing very strange 
about all of this when you blow away 
the sentimental fog that has settled 


The Faith of a Little 


The true story of 


NE day as I was getting lunch, my 
little boy kept following me about 
the kitchen saying, “Look Mother, it’s 
growing, I knew it would.” I was busy 
(as far too often mothers are when 
their children need attention); however, 
after a minute or two, I stopped and 
looked down at him. He seemed so 
excited that I, too, became interested 
in the little flowerpot he was holding. 

“What is it dear?” I asked. 

“Why, Mother, don’t you know?” he 
said in surprise. He was then at that 
irresistible age when he thought his 
daddy and I knew everything. I told 
him that I did not know and I came 
back and took a closer look at it. 

Then he began to tell me his story. 
So I sat down in the yellow rocking 
chair and he leaned against me. 

“Mother, do you remember the day 
you gave me that light green apple that 
I ate so fast?” I nodded my head and 
he continued: “Well I thought that was 
the best apple I ever tasted, and I 
wanted to have a lot more some day. 
So do you know what I did?” he said, 
looking up at me smiling but not wait- 
ing for an answer, “I saved a seed and 
planted it in this little pot.” He seemed 
so precious in his innocence, with his 
enormous gray-blue eyes and blond 
hair. “See, it’s growing, I knew it 
would!” 

I asked him how he could be so sure 





down upon the Gospels. All. too often 
Jesus has been reduced to a man of 
spineless gentleness, so tender, so mer- 
ciful that we cannot fathom why He 
was hated and crucified, or why, though 
crucified centuries ago, He is still hated 
today. But Jesus was not only gentle,: 
tender, and merciful, forgiving adulter- 
ers, touching lepers, and fondling chil- 
dren. He was also a man of steel, as 
hard as nails, a ruthless critic of sham 
religion, an enemy of pious hypocrisy, 
a two-fisted, hard-hitting revolutionary 
who in the name of God upset the 
status quo. 

Jesus denounced the spiritual phonies 
of His time—gentle Jesus, meek and 
mild!—as fools, extortioners, thieves, 
children of hell, ravenous wolves, white- 
washed tombs, a brood of snakes! Gen- 
tle Jesus, meek and mild! He was a 
revolutionary who drove the chiselers 
and cheats, the whole gang of unctuous 
grafters and racketeers out of the tem- 
ple with a whip. Gentle Jesus, meek 
and mild! He was an offensive revo- 
lutionary who cut through the surface 
of all the play-acting in the synagogue 
and said that lust equals adultery, hate 
equals murder, and covetousness equals 
idolatry. Gentle Jesus, meek and mild! 


(Continued on page 270) 


Boy 
an apple seed 
By MAZIE HAVILL 


that one seed would grow. Then he 
looked up so surprised as he said, “Why 
Mother, I prayed that it would grow, 
so I just knew it would.” 

I felt ashamed as I said that was the 
very best thing he could have done and 
God had heard and answered his prayer. 

That evening Daddy and his older 
brother had to see the little plant and 
hear the whole story; then we were all 
interested in it. How our little boy 
watched that seedling! When he first 
showed it to me, it was about an inch 
tall but healthy looking. As it grew 
bigger during the summer he trans- 
planted it to a larger flowerpot. Later 
he asked our milkman to get him one 
of those tall, heavy milk cans. The 
milkman got one for him and then 
someone else was watching the tiny 
apple tree. 

When it was about two feet tall, the 
milkman and he transferred it to the 
good brown earth. They moved it so 
carefully and there it. grew in the bot- 
tom of our little garden. 

Each spring our son watched keenly 
for new branches. I had heard that 
apple trees would not produce edible 
fruit, if they were not grafted, but 
nothing daunted our little “Burbank” 
follower. I was so afraid that he would 
be disappointed; you see I did not have 
his good faith. 

(Continued on page 270) 


(7) 259 











eae 3 
April 16 





THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Job 2:3 And the Lorp said unto Satan, Hast thou con- 
sidered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, 
and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, 
although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him 
without cause. 

4 And Satan answered the Lorp, and said, Skin for skin, 
yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 

5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and 
his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

6 And the Lorp said unto Satan, Behold he is in thine 
hand; but save his life. 


Chap. 19:13 He hath put my brethren far from me, and 
mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me. 

14 My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have 
forgotten me. 


International Uniform Lesson 





WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS SUFFER 
Job 1; 2; 19:13-26; James 1:12-15; printed text, Job 2:3-6; 19:13-21 


Golden Text.—Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is — 
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 


love him.—Jas. 1:12 


15 They that dwell in mine house, and my maids, count 
me for a stranger: I am an alien in their sight. 

16 I called my servant, and he gave me no answer; I in- 
treated him with my mouth. 

17 My breath is strange to my wife, though I intreated for 
the children’s sake of mine own body. 

18 Yea, young children despised me; I arose, and they 
spake against me. 

19 All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom 
I loved are turned against me. 

20 My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I 
am escaped with the skin of my teeth. 

21 Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my 
friends; for the hand of God hath touched me. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; we International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, re by Inter- 
national Council of Religious ucation. 





‘The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 

RIGINALLY Job was not only ex- 
QO tremely wealthy, but was uni- 

versally respected. Delivering 
the hard-pressed poor, he generously 
ministered to need wherever it ap- 
peared. (See Chap. 29.) In fact, Job 
was the acme of human goodness. Fear- 
ing God, he repudiated evil and walked 
in paths of righteousness. In view of 
all this, we might expect him to enjoy 
exemption from any reverses. The 
very opposite, however, was the case. 

This righteous man suffered one of 
the most violent onslaughts of adver- 
sity on record. In a series of rapid- 
fire hammer blows he was stripped of 
his large possessions, bereft of his fam- 
ily, and completely broken in his phys- 
ical health. All of this reduced him to 
a most pitiable spectacle. 

Yet, in the midst of all this tragedy 
Job lifted heart and voice to bless God. 
His faith transcended these disastrous 
circumstances and freshly laid hold of 
his Redeemer-God. The Devil’s sin- 
ister insinuation was completely an- 
swered, and withering unbelief received 
its just rebuke. 


Verse by Verse 
Job 2:3—“‘And the Lord said unto 


Satan, Hast thou considered my servant 


Job, that there is none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright man 
... ? and still he holdeth fast his in- 
tegrity, although thou movedst me 
against him, to destroy him without 
cause.” This is “the second round” in 
the invisible contest between God and 
Satan. This controversy being all un- 
known to Job, the actual battlefield 
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was: his own heart. The’ Devil had 
challenged the Almighty, charging that 
He was not loved and trusted really 
for His own sake, but rather because 
of the material advantages with which 
He had prospered Job. Deprive him of 
these and he would curse his Maker! 
God had, therefore, permitted Satan to 
strip Job of everything. The result 
was that, instead of producing a blas- 
phemer, it had produced a worshiper. 

Claiming the victory, the Lord again 
gave the fullest commendation of Job, 
and reminded the enemy that although 
he had moved Him against His beloved 
servant, the patriarch still remained 
loyal. 

Verse 4—“And Satan answered the 
Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all 
that a man hath will he give for his 
life.” Satan clearly implied here that 
Job’s piety—which by the way, he does 
not question or deny—had not yet been 
fully tested. Job may have been equal 
to the loss of property and family, but 
his life—ah, that was a different mat- 
ter! Skins could be traded for skins, 
but what would one take in exchange 
for his life? 

Verse 5—“But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch his bone and his flesh, 
and he will curse thee to thy face.” 
Would God allow an attack on Job’s 
body? Would He take away the inner 
“hedge”? (see Chap. 1:10.) If so, this 











Comfort for Dark Days 





“I am the Lord thy God which 
teacheth thee to profit, which lead- 
eth thee by the way that thou 
shouldest go” (Isa. 48:17). 




















would result in a complete renunciation 
of the Almighty on the part of the 
victim. At least, so declared Satan. 

Verse 6—“And the Lord said unto 
Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but 
save his life.” Again God accepted the 
malice-filled challenge, and permitted 
the foe to attack. He could afflict both 
bone and flesh; however, the life must 
be spared. 

It is most comforting to notice how 
completely God controls every move- 
ment of the Devil. 

Chap. 19:13.—“He hath put my breth- 
ren far from me, and mine acquaint- 
ance are verily estranged from me.” 
Job’s plight was most pitiable. Stripped 
of his property, bereft of his family, 
and broken in health, he was now vir- 
tually disowned by all of his own 
brothers and sisters. 

Verse 14—“My kinsfolk have failed, 
and my familiar friends have forgotten 
me.” His relatives and formerly dear 
friends had become cold and distant. 

Verse 15.—“They that dwell in mine 
house, and my maids, count me for @ 
stranger: I am an alien in their sight.” 
When Job sought assistance from one 
of the household domestics he was met 
with a cold disdain. They treated him 
with the reserve that was accorded 
strangers. 

Verse 16.—“I called my servant, and 
he gave me no answer; I intreated him 
with my mouth.” Even the pitiful 
pleadings of the extremely sick Job 
brought no response from one of his 
employees. Thus he was held in polite 
contempt. 

Verse 17—“My breath is strange to 
my wife, though I intreated for the 
children’s sake of mine own body.” 


Any advances toward his own wife - 
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April 1, 1961 (Lesson for April 16) 


were repulsed as unendurable, even 
though he pleaded for her love on the 
ground of their children. 

Verse 18—“Yea, young children de- 
spised me; I arose, and they spake 
against me.” Even the village young- 
sters, who formerly held him in the 
highest respect (see 29:8), now made 
fun of him. This was an extreme in- 
dignity to bear. 

Verse 19—“All my inward friends 
abhorred me: and they whom I loved 
are turned against me.” Job’s “inward 
friends” were his former intimate and 
confidential associates. He had loved 
and confided in them. But now they 
have disdainfully and altogether turned 
away from him. 

Verse 20.—‘“My bone cleaveth to my 
skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped 
with the skin of my teeth.” Job here 
referred to his physical affliction, and 
suggested that his bodily plight was so 
serious that he was just able to retain 
his life and no more. 

Verse 21—“Have pity upon me, have 
pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the 
hand of God hath touched me.” This 
heart-moving plea came from the deep- 
est depths of Job’s tortured soul. It 
was an explosion of grief. But in all of 
his agony he recognized that God was 
the prime mover, and he thus refused 
to blame second causes. This discipline 
came directly from the Almighty, and 
it was with Him that he had to do. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The problem of pain is one of the 
oldest of problems, and has harrassed 
the mind and heart of man ever since 
sin entered God’s created universe. This 
mystery is complicated by the fact that 
not only do offenders suffer, but so also 
do the righteous. Innocent as well as 
guilty drink at sorrow’s cup, and it is 
a matter of common observation that 
adversity is no respecter of persons. 

This was the “painful” perplexity of 
Asaph, author of the Seventy-third 
Psalm, as he viewed “the prosperity of 
the wicked” and the daily chastening 
of the pious (see vv. 3, 12, 14, 16). 
Solomon, too, was apparently bewil- 
dered over the same inequity, for, as he 
pondered “the place of judgment” he 
was baffled to discover “that wicked- 
hess was there” (Eccles. 3:16). 

All of this seemed to militate against 
the truth that an all-powerful God was 
actually in command of human affairs. 
However, God is not only all-powerful 
but He is all wise as well, and both His 
wisdom and power are so co-ordinated 
that they function in fullest consistency 
with His character. 

Now, while a sovereign God permits 
grief to be experienced by His loved 
People this grief is certainly not an end 
in itself, but rather a means to an end. 
One of its designs is to produce less 
Confidence in self and more confidence 
in Him. As in Job’s case, it was the 
end of the Lord that counted (Job 5: 
11), for the sequel there was that not 
only was his health restored, but he 
came into twice his original possessions. 

In view of all this we must trust God’s 


Last Week’s Lesson 


2. April 9—The Source of True Wisdom. 
Job 28:12-28; Proverbs 1:1-7; 
Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14; James 1:1-8 


Next Week’s Lesson 
4. April 23—-When Human Wisdom 


Fails. Job 4:1-9; 8:1-10; 11:1- 
20; 21; 87:14-24 








heart where we cannot trace His hand, 
and thus experience the blessing of the 
man that endureth temptation, or test- 
ing. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Job’s prosperity and piety (Job 1:1- 
5) 

2. Satan’s malignant challenge and at- 
tack (Job 1:6-19; 2:1-13; 19: 13-24) 

3. Job’s glorious response (Job 1: 20-22; 
2:9, 10; 19:25, 26) 

4. The source of temptation and the 
reward of endurance (Jas. 1:12- 
15) 


Topics for Development 


Two Views of Temptation. Tempta- 
tion is presented in two senses in 
Scripture: In the first sense, it may 
have in view an experience of testing 
that is designed to bring into mani- 
festation faith or virtue. In the sec- 
ond, it involves inducement to evil. 

First of all, God tests His children, 
not because He is ignorant of what is 
in them, of course, but because He de- 
sires to openly demonstrate their con- 
fidence in Himself. The cases of both 
Abraham and Paul illustrate this. 

God tempted Abraham, when He 
commanded him to offer up Isaac, in 
order to bring into open exhibition his 
perfect subjection to the divine will 
and his perfect confidence in the divine 
wisdom (see Gen. 22:1-18). In the case 
of Paul his “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor. 
12:7) was a physical “temptation” (Gal. 
4:14), or trial, which took the form of 
a preventive measure designed by the 
Lord to maintain humility in him, and 
to provide an occasion for the sustain- 
ing grace of Christ. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT was the religious state of 
Job before his trial? 

2. In what way had God favored 
him? 

3. What was Satan’s slanderous im- 
plication? 

4. What were some of Satan’s at- 
tacks on Job? 

5. How did Job respond? 

6. Knowing that his Redeemer lived, 
what else did Job know about Him? 

7. Name a “hedge” that the Lord 
puts about His children today. 

8. What is one Bible meaning of 
temptation? 

9. What is Satan’s object in tempt- 
ing us? 

10. Why does God permit us to be 
tempted? 

(Answers on page 265) 


Such testings are the common lot of 
God’s saints of all ages. “Manifold 
temptations” sometimes engender heav- 
iness (see 1 Pet. 1:6), but we are urged 
to rejoice when we fall into them, for 
the proving of our faith produces pa- 
tience, or endurance (see Jas. 1:2, 12). 
-The second sense of temptation is 
quite different for it is a solicitation to 
sin. God can in no wise be held re- 
sponsible for this, for He “cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man” (Jas. 1:13). The source of 
this inducement comes from two gen- 
eral areas—within and without. From 
within comes unlawful desire. Our 
fallen evil heart becomes the mother of 
lust, and this in turn conceives and 
brings forth a child called Death. Hence, 
lust becomes the grandmother of Death 
(see Jas. 1:14, 15). 

Seduction may also come from an 
external source, such as the world or 
the Devil. The world ever seeks to al- 
lure from God (see 1 John 2:15, 16), 
and so does Satan. In fact, this latter 
being bears the sinister name, Tempter 
(see Matt. 4:3), and his great object 
is to slander God’s character, and to 
instill doubt as to His trustworthiness. 
It was this foe that planted the seed of 
deception in the heart of Ananias, caus- 
ing him to lie to the Holy Spirit (see 
Acts 5:3), and who threatened with 
collapse the collective testimony of the 
Thessalonian church (see 1 Thess. 3:5). 

We must, therefore, learn to distin- 
guish between these two senses of 
temptation. Ask, Is this a test sent 
from God for my ultimate blessing, or, 
Is it a seduction to lead me into sin? 


Practical Applications 


Did you notice that God had placed 
a threefold hedge around Job? Satan 
snarled because of this, and adduced 
this as his reason for being unable to 
make a breakthrough. “Hast not thou 
made an hedge about him, and about 
his house, and about all that he hath 
on every side?” he contended (see Job 
1:10). And it was only when the Lord 
agreed to remove this that the enemy 
could close in with his malignant at- 
tacks. 

Perhaps the passage suggests three 
hedges—an outer, a middle, and an in- 
ner. The outer included Job’s posses- 
sions, taking in cattle, real estate, and 
so forth. The middle one embraced his 
family and household. The inner hedge 
protected righteous Job personally. 

The believer is kept both spiritually 
and physically by several “hedges.” In 
connection with the former, we have a 
mighty interceding Christ for us in 
Heaven and a mighty interceding Holy 
Spirit within us. The risen Lord “ever 
liveth to make intercession for” us 
(Heb. 7:25), and at the same time the 
indwelling Spirit “maketh intercession 
for the saints according to the will of 
God” (Rom. 8:27). Through these two 
present mighty ministries we are being 
preserved from spiritual breakdown 
and a renouncing of our faith because 
of testings. 

Then, too, there is the “hedge” of the 
daily reading of and the meditation 
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on the Word of God. By this we can 
be kept “from the paths’ of the de- 
stroyer” (see Psa. 17:4). 

Job’s preservation, however, was on 
the physical level. And so is ours. 
God’s angels serve as ministering spir- 
its to minister to the heirs of salvation 
(see Heb. 1:14). It would seem that 
these act as Heaven’s bodyguards for 
Heaven’s ambassadors! 

However, we must not conclude that 
these are never withdrawn. Sometimes 
this “hedge” is removed and the foe al- 
lowed to attack with violence. But 
when this does occur, let us remember 
that adversity, in whatever form it may 
take, is always “for our profit” (see 
Heb. 12:10) and designed to refine the 
gold and remove the dross. Ultimately 

T’ll bless the hand that guided, 
T’ll bless the heart that planned, 
When throned where glory dwelleth 
In Immanuel’s land. 
Golden Text 

James 1:12.—“Blessed is the man that 
endureth- temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love him.” Temptation here con- 
veys the thought of testing that is per- 
mitted by God. Upon approval (see 
A.S.V.), his will be a most generous 
reward, even the crown of life. This is 
not eternal life which is a gift, of 
course. No one can earn that. The 
crown of life, however, is a prize that 
will be given at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ to the believer who thus qual- 
ifies. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Hast thou considered my servant 
Job... ?” (Job 2:3.)—Satan’s answer 
revealed ‘the fact that he had given 
very serious consideration to Job, as a 
target for his foul attacks. 

Satan acts on the principle: Every 
person has his price. And he thought 
he knew Job’s price, but he missed it. 
Instead of cursing God for the total 
loss of his family and possessions, Job 
actually said: “Blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” 

In our lesson, Satan is given another 
opportunity to act on his philosophy 
that “all that a man hath will he give 
for his life” (v. 4). He failed in that 
also; for although Job cursed the day 
of his birth, he did not curse God. 

During the Civil War, it was illegal 
to trade in cotton; but many unscrupu- 
lous speculators tried to buy cotton in 
the South, run it through the Union 
lines, and sell it at great profit in the 
North. One of these speculators ap- 
proached a Mississippi steamboat cap- 
tain and offered him $100 if he would 
run his cotton up the river for him. 
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The captain declined, reminding him 
that it was illegal. 

“I will give you $500,” said the man. 
The captain answered “No!” 


“I will give you $1,000.” “No!” the 
captain said again. 
“I will give you $3,000.” At that the 


captain drew his pistol and pointing it 
at the man, said, “Get off this boat. 
You are coming too near my price!” 

“... my brethren .. . mine acquaint- 
ance ...» My kinsfolk . . and my 
familiar friends have forgotten me” 
(Job 19:13, 14).—Immediately upon re- 
ceiving permission to touch Job’s bone 
and flesh without taking his life, Satan 
afflicted Job with what Dr. Fausset says 
was “one universal inflammation, that 
form of leprosy known as black lep- 
rosy.” 

Job then threw himself on the ash 
heap and began a process of scratching 
himself. The sight and foul odor were 
too much for the _ spectators—they 
turned away in disgust. 

'At this point, I should like to say 
that although Satan can, and does, af- 
flict mankind with maladies, it is not 
true, as some assert that all disease is 
of the Devil. We can bring illness upon 
ourselves by careless and sinful habits. 

Since Satan can afflict, he can heal 
whenever it suits his purpose of de- 
ception. For example, he bound a 
woman in such a manner that she 
“could in no wise lift up herself” (Luke 
13:11-17). Satan could have released 
that bond through one of his “min- 
isters” (2 Cor: 11:15) had he chosen to 
do so. And the report would have 
been spread abroad that this “minister” 
and his system must be of God, for he 
healed a desperate case of infirmity of 
18 years’ standing! 

It must never be forgotten that the 
Lord calls some workers who cast out 
demons and do many wonderful works 
in His name workers of “inquity” (Matt. 
7:22, 23). This explains why some 
“healers” who deny the actual human- 
ity and full deity of Jesus Christ and 
His atoning work can perform miracles 
of healing. 


“ . . my maids, count me for a 
stranger ... my servant ... gave me 
no answer ...” (Job 19:15, 16).—A 


woman said of her husband: “He can 
stand anything except being ignored.” 
Job felt it keenly that he was being 
ignored by the domestics on his pay- 
roll. They considered Job a stranger— 
yea an alien. This meant, among other 
things, that they felt no obligation to 
answer when he called, nor any neces- 
sity to minister to him when he sadly 
needed their services. 

They form a perfect contrast to the 
men and women who leave comfort- 
able homes today to go to people who 
are strangers and aliens, with the ex- 
plicit purpose of ministering to them 
physically and spiritually as they lan- 
guish in all stages of disease and help- 
lessness. And, they do it without hope 
of earthly pay! 

“My breath is strange to my wife . 
(Job 19:17).—This must have been the 
last straw—the bitterest ingredient in 
his awful sufferings—to have his wife 


become estranged from him! on 
ness has broken many hearts. Job wag 


not only lonely but isolated as some. 


thing loathsome. 

It is said that no one ever wrote of 
the family joys and sorrows and af. 
fections in such a tender manner, ever 
struck the lyre of domestic affections 
with such winning touch, as did Charles 
Dickens. Perhaps the fact that his own 
home was a desert had something to 
do with that magnificent expression of 
family hopes and joys and sorrows, 

“I am escaped with the skin of my 
teeth” (Job 19:20).—Satan had been 
told to save Job’s life (2:6). He did 
it to the letter of the word. By the 
narrowest margin, Job escaped death. 

“. . . when he is tried, he shall re 
ceive the crown of life...” (Jas. 1:12). 
—The believer who patiently endures 
the trials of life shall receive the same 
crown as the martyr (Rev. 2:10). 

Wawona, CALir. 





The Illustration a Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department wy, Ay had upon request from 
the Edito 8 — 


= N. 13th St., P Philadel — 
A list of the — or the year 1961 
ie | be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, so the same address. 
Water Test.—When he is tried (Jas. 
1:12, Golden Text). A jeweler gives, 
as one of the surest tests for diamonds, 
the water test. He says: “An imitation 
diamond is never so brilliant as a genu- 
ine stone. If your eye is not exper- 
ienced enough to detect the difference, 
a simple test is to place the stone un- 
der water. The imitation diamond is 
practically extinguished, while a gen- 
uine diamond sparkles even under 
water, and is distinctly visible. If 4 
genuine stone be placed beside an imi- 
tation one under water, the contrast will 
be apparent to the least experienced 
eye.” There are some who seem confi- 
dent of their faith as long as they have 
no trials, but when the waters of sorrow 
overwhelm them, their faith loses all 
its brilliancy. It is then that the true 
servants of God, like Job, shine forth 
as genuine jewels for the King.—From 
The Christian World Pulpit. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The Saviour’s Strength—Still lh 
holdeth fast his integrity (Job 2:3). 

Let me but hear my Saviour say, 

“Stren; shall be equal to thy day’; 


Then rejoice in —, distress, 
yet on all-sufficient grace. 


Ty Me infirmity, 
hrist’s own power may rest on me; 
then am I 


Wem tae ng, 
Grace is my shield, and Christ my song. 


I can do all things, or can bear 

All sufferings, if my Lord be there:' 
Sweet pleasure mingle with the pains, 
While kind hand my head 


—Isaac Watts 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 
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Battle Wound.—And the Lord said 
unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; 
but save his life (Job 2:6). When 
Mary Murray, society woman and 
daughter of a British General, was chal- 
lenged by a Salvation Army open-air 
witness, accepted Christ and became a 
Salvation Army officer, the frontiers of 
good and evil were made unmistak- 
ably plain to her. In this way Captain 
(afterwards Lieut.-Colonel) Murray was 
definitely qualified for appointment to 
the Army’s important “Midnight Work” 
in Piccadilly, London. Here, with others, 
she patrolled the streets between 11 
p.m. and 2 a.m., seeking to know girls 
in need of help. “On one occasion,” 
said Dora V. Gilliard in General’s 
Daughter—Soldiers’ Friend, “she tried 
to lead a girl away from a man whose 
evil face, seen under the fitful glare of 
the gas lamps, made her shrink with 
horror. As the Captain pleaded, he 
swore, and tried to drag the girl off. 
When Mary laid her hand on the girl’s 
arm, the poor prodigal burst into tears 
and promised to go with her rescuer. 
Seeing that He was losing his prey, the 
man leaped in fury upon the Salvation- 
ist and struck her in the eye. From 
the effects of that blow Mary Murray 
never recovered; long afterward the 
eye had to be removed, and in the lat- 
ter years of her life she was almost 
blind.” A purple heart in warfare for 
Christ—From War Cry. Sent by Mar- 
tin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Loneliness Removed by the _Lonely. 
—He hath put my brethren far from 
me (Job 19:13). All of us have experi- 
enced the kind of loneliness that comes 
with the loss of loved ones. Yet out 
of that bitterness of soul may come 
new sources of strength and usefulness. 
Josephine Butler, full of grief after los- 
ing her only child, turned to an elderly 
Quaker friend. Said the friend: “God 
has taken to Himself her whom thou 
didst love. But there are many forlorn 
hearts who need that mother love of 
thine.” She quietly suggested that she 
visit a home for unmarried mothers. 
She took the girls and their problems 
to her heart, and became one of the 
foremost women of nineteenth-century 
England. No truer line was ever writ- 
ten than that by Frances Ridley Haver- 
gal: “Seldom can a heart be lonely if it 
seeks one lonelier still..—From the 
Reader’s Digest. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Praise for “Hard Things.”—My kins- 
folk have failed, and my familiar 
friends have forgotten me (Job 19:14). 
At one time I had in my Bible class a 
girl who was an outstanding Christian, 
and of great blessing to me personally, 
as well as to the class. After she was 
converted, God permitted her to have 
Severe testing, and for a time she was 
much cast down. But after the testing 
time came great blessing, and she told 
me the following: “I almost lost heart, 
Mrs. S—, Christmas time was almost 
too much for me, our family always 
Made a lot of Christmas, but the one 
after I was converted, they left me out 
of everything, they were all mad at 
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me. They called me a ‘religious fanatic’ 
because I wouldn’t drink and join in 
things. I knew were wrong for me as a 
follower of Christ. They said so many 
cruel things to me every time I tried 
to be friendly with them. And one of 
my brothers said in front of a houseful 
of guests that I needed treatment for 
mental illness. Finally, things got so 
bad that I had to leave home. On the 
first evening in my room I felt so 
lonely that I thought God had for- 
saken me. That night I started to 
read the Book of Job, and God showed 
me things I never knew before. Things 
were hard for some time after that, but 
He enabled me to press on. And, praise 
His holy name, He brought me into a 
‘large place,’ and now I can say, as 
long as I can walk humbly with Him, 
I am content. My folk are nearly all 
fairly friendly with me again, but even 
if they weren’t, knowing the blest com- 
panionship of the Lord is everything. 
And I know now, if things had been 
easy for me after I was first saved, 
Christ wouldn’t have meant so much to 
me today. So, praise Him for the hard 
things that serve to make us stronger 
Christians.”"—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Scarborough, Ont., Can. 


Firm Standing—My kinsfolk have 
failed (Job 19:14). Dr. Joseph Parker 
of London, the great English preacher, 
who for many years proclaimed the 
Word of God in the great City Temple, 
tells in his autobiography that there 
was a time when he gave too much at- 
tention to the modern literature and 
theories of his day. Men were reason- 
ing and speculating and undervaluing 
the Word of God; and he found him- 
self, as he read their books and mingled 
in their meetings, losing his grip in- 
tellectually upon the great fundamental 
doctrines of salvation alone through 
the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But he tells us that there came 
into his life the most awful sorrow that 
he had ever had to bear. His devoted 
wife, whom he loved so tenderly, was 
stricken and in a few short hours was 
snatched away from him. He was un- 
able to share his grief with others, and 
walking through those empty rooms of 
his home with a breaking heart, his 
misery felt for some footing in modern 
theory and there was none. “And then,” 
he said, addressing a company of his 
Congregational brethren, “my brethren, 
in those hours of darkness, in those 
hours of my soul’s anguish, when filled 
with doubt and trembling in fear, I be- 
thought myself of the old Gospel of 
redemption alone through the blood of 
Christ, the Gospel that I had preached 
in those earlier days, and I put my foot 
down on that, and, my brethren, I 
found firm standing. I stand there to- 
day.”—Many a man has had to be 
brought back to God and the precious 
truths of the Gospel by the rod of af- 
fliction—From Moody Church News. 
Sent by Edith M. Bennett, Lenore, W. Va. 


Office Upstairs.—All my inward friends 
abhorred me: and they whom I loved 
are turned against me (Job 19:19). 
Probably one of the greatest exam- 
ples of unselfish love was that shown 





by a certain doctor. He was to have 
married a banker’s daughter. Just be- 
fore the wedding ceremony, he received 
a call to go out to the country to attend 
a sick Mexican boy. The boy’s need 
came before his own plans, and he went. 
The bride became so angry that she 
called off the marriage. She declared 
that a man who thought more of a 
Mexican child than of his own wedding 
was not the man for her! The disap- 
pointment in his life ‘seemed to make 
him more sweet in his spirit, more com- 
passionate in his relationship to needy 
people. When he died, his was the 
greatest funeral ever seen in that town. 
While the town argued about what sort 
of tombstone to set up at his grave for 
a memorial, the Mexican family whose 
child had been saved years before, 
solved the difficulty. Too poor to. buy 
anything, they took the sign at the bot- 
tom of the stairs to his office and set it 
up over his grave. It said, “Dr. Brack- 
ett. Office Upstairs.”"—From J. B. Tweter 
in The Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGEsTeD HyMNS 


“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 
“In the Hour of Trial” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
Heavenly Father, we are here, by Thy 
mercy, seeking light and truth from Thy 
Word. Open our understanding in 
Thy Word and our hearts to Thy love. 
As we consider the sufferings of Job and 
all who seem not to deserve their woes, 
let us not forget the undeserved suffer- 
ings of Thy dear Son, endured that we 
might be saved. Make us of those who 
so love Thee that they endure the test- 
ings of this life without falling into sin 
and unbelief. Be the help of all who 
are heavily afflicted in our troubled 
world. Turn their trials to some good 
end and use their sorrows to draw Thy 
people closer to Thee. Keep us all 
strong in the faith and hope of the 
heavenly life Where Thou shalt wipe 
away all tears and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
nor any more pain. Forgive our sins 
and make us fit for Thy heavenly Home 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Here is a lesson 
about God’s permissive will. God did 
not direct Satan to afflict Job with a 
dread disease, but He permitted him to 
do so. The sufferings of Job were not 
under God’s direction, but were by His 
permission and that for a good purpose. 
The purpose was to show, by letting 
him be tested, that Job was a true 
lover of God. Satan had said: “All 
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VISIT HOLY LAND AND 
EUROPE. {6th tour by Bible 
Profs. Budget priced from $1150. 
Time Pm’ts. Academie Credit. 


NOW Fz = 


Bible Lands Seminars, Box 3-8, Wilmore, Ky. 





Needed: Accounting Clerk, Bookkeeper, Recep- 
tionist, Billing Clerk, Clerical workers at the head- 
quarters office of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
1519 North Astor St., Chicago 10, Dlinois. 


Boys’ Physical Ed. Teacher Needed 


beginning September in regionally accredited Chris- 
tian School in suburban » Philadelpie Details from 
Roy W. Lowrie, Jr., laware County Christian 
School, Newtown Ho Pa. 


NATIVE WORKERS SEEK AID 


Hold up the hands of Uruguayan 
Nationals spreading the Gospel 
where greatly needed. Bible Couch 
canvasses 250 towns and villages 
house to house with Gospel of John. 
1,000 enrolled in correspondence 
Bible courses. Help with your prayers 
and gifts to complete much needed 
church in capital city. 
REACHING MULTITUDES 

By open-air meetings, radio, chil 
evangelism, prison work, tract distribution and 

rsonal witnessing. Indigenous churches and First 
Bib ible School in pe gr | established. These devoted 
native workers merit the support of your prayers 
and gifts. 











Rev. F. V. Dabold 
d Founder- Director 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
P. O. Box 1124-T, Fort Pierce, Florida 





ANNUITIES and 
LIFE-USE CONTRACTS 


HOUGHFON 


CHRISTIAN 
LABORATORY “i 
OF LEARNING 
Write for full information to: Houghton College, Houghton,N.Y. 








FULLY ACCREDITED 





that a man hath will he give for his 
life’ (Job 2:4). He meant that if Job 
suffered and sickened to the brink of 
death but could escape by turning 
against God, he would do so. It is true 





LOVERS OF GOD | 
THO’ JRFURT BY HIS PERMISSION 
ARE EEELD SUPPORT 


that most people would give all they 
possess to avoid suffering and death. 
Some would even turn against God and 
right to save their own skin. But men 
who love God will die rather than do 
wrong. Indeed, many have died as 
martyrs to remain true to God. 

Of all such faithful ones our Golden 
Text says: “Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of * 
life, which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love him.” It is réal love to 
God that keeps us true to Him under 
our severest testings. And there is no 
better way to be full of love to God 
than to think much of His love for us 
in sending His Son to save us and in 
our Lord’s willingness to die on the 
cross that we sinners might be forgiven 
and brought back to God. 


Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 








full COLOR, large size. 


into compact roll. 





STORY-O-GRAPHS 


FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 
Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O- 
Graph Bible characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, 


13 colorful hand painted backgrounds 
Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds 


Write for FREE folder and price list to 
P.O. BOX 145M, Dept. T 








Pasadena, California 
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RUSSIA! PRIME TARGET AREA 


Godless materialistic Russia is the prime target area for Trans 
World Radio, powerful new missionary radio station now beaming 
the Gospel over its 100,000 watt transmitter at Monte Carlo. Russia 
has 38 million radio sets, a mighty potential for receiving the des- 
perately needed Gospel of Christ. A clear signal can be heard in the 
heart of Russia, for Trans World Radio, Monte Carlo, is now 1,000 
miles closer to Moscow than it was in Tangier. Help us reach Russia’s 
214 millions with the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. For only 
$54.00 you or your church group can support one Russian broadcast, 
and for only a dollar a month you can become a RADIO PARTNER. 


Write for information today. 


TRANS WORLD RADIO 


Dr. Paul E. Freed, President 
354 Main Street 
Chatham, New Jersey 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Y THE-time Caroline has told us 
the story of “Tiny’s Hard Verse” 


(From book, “The Wrong Road”), I 
think you will all know No. 2 on the 
Scripture Catechism card, “Sin”: Ques- 


tion, “What is sin?” Answer, “All un- - 


righteousness is sin” (1 John 5:17). 

Our lesson today is about Job, a man 
who had more troubles in a short time 
than most people have in a lifetime. 
Yet Job was such a good man that 
God named him as one of three out- 
standingly righteous men, in Ezekiel 
14:14, 20. Why did a good man like 
Job suffer so much? We will try to 
find the answer to this question as we 
study the Book of Job. 

Read Job 1:1. When the Bible says 
that Job was perfect, it does not mean 
that he was sinless. The Lord Jesus 
was the only absolutely sinless person 
who ever walked this earth. Job was 
not sinless, but upright and blameless 
in his life, honoring God and hating 
evil. This first chapter of Job goes on 
to tell of his family and his great 
wealth: he had seven sons and three 
daughters. He had hundreds of oxen 
and donkeys and thousands of sheep 
and camels, and “was the greatest of 
all the men of the east” (v. 3). 

Now read verses 6, 7 to get a glimpse 
into the unseen world. When the holy 
angels went up to Heaven to report to 
the Lord for further orders, Satan ap- 
peared among them. The Lord asked 
him where he had come from. He 
said, “From going to and fro in the 
earth, and from walking up and down 
in it.” Why was Satan going all around 
the earth? Not helping the Lord’s peo- 
ple, as the angels do, but looking for 
their faults to report at the gate of 
Heaven. Revelation 12:9, 10 tells us 
that Satan goes up to accuse God’s peo- 
ple day and night. When we watch 
for, and talk about, the sins of other 
Christians, we are doing some of the 
Devil’s work for him. 

We are not told what tales Satan 
told the Lord that day, but he evi- 
dently had nothing bad to say of Job, 
as he does not seem to have men- 
tioned him: 

Read Job 1:8 to see what the Lord 
said of Job. Satan could not deny this, 
so he intimated that Job only served 
God because the Lord prospered him. 
Verse 10 should encourage God’s peo- 
ple. The Lord had put a hedge around 
Job and his family, even around Job’s 
possessions so_ that Satan could not 
harm them. Read verse 11. Satan 
said that if the Lord took away all 
Job’s possessions, then Job would curse 
Him. God then gave Satan permission 
to do just that, but not to hurt Job’s 
body. 
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Verses 13-19 show Satan’s cruelty. 
When God temporarily removed the 
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hedge He had put around Job’s pos- 
sessions, Satan proceeded to destroy 
them in the most cruel manner possible. 

First a messenger came to tell Job 
that his donkeys and oxen had all 
been stolen, and his servants who were 
in charge of them killed! 

While the man was still telling Job 
of this disaster, another man came and 
told him that fire had fallen from 
Heaven and consumed all of his sheep, 
and the shepherds who had looked after 
them. 

This man was followed by a third 
messenger who said that all Job’s camels 
had been stolen by the Chaldeans, and 
those servants killed also. 

The fourth messenger told the most 
dreadful news of all. He said that 
while Job’s sons and daughters were 
feasting together, a cyclone blew the 
house down, killing all of them. 

Satan had said that if the Lord took 
away all Job’s possessions, he would 
curse God. Read Job 1:20-22. Instead 
of cursing God, Job said, “Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” 

The next time Satan came into the 
Lord’s presence, God called his atten- 
tion to Job’s righteousness and faith in 
spite of all. Satan did not say, “I was 
wrong about Job.” He just said that 
if Job were made to suffer physically, 
he would then curse God. 

Read Job 2:6. So God gave Satan 
permission to hurt Job, but not to take 
his life. Read verses 7, 8. Picture this 
great and wealthy man now covered 
with boils, sitting on an ash heap! Most 
likely his wife drove him out of the 
house because he looked so repulsive. 
If she had been any comfort to her 
husband, Satan would have taken her 
away. Instead, he left her to torment 
Job. Read what she said in verse 9, 
and Job’s noble reply in verse 10. 
Satan was wrong again. In the midst 
of his awful bereavements and physi- 
cal agony, Job did not curse God. 

Now we will read Job 19:13-21 to see 
other things that made Job’s sufferings 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 261) 


1. He was perfect and upright. 

2. He had blessed him with great 
material possessions. 

3. He implied that Job served God 
only because it paid him to do so. 

4. Satan stripped him of possessions, 
family, and health. 

5. He blessed God. 

6. That his Redeemer would yet 
stand on the earth (Job 19:25). 

7. He provides angelic guardianship 
(Heb. 1:14). 

8. It means to test by placing on 
trial. 

9. To induce us to sin. 

10. To bring into manifestation our 


' confidence and obedience. 


NortH Patm BEACH, FLA. 








even more intolerable. But “in all this 
did not Job sin with his lips” (Job 2: 
10). We will learn more about Job 
next time. 





Note to Teachers: This quarter we are using 
the Scripture Catechism card, “Sin,” 25 cents 
a dozen; and the book. “The Wrong Roa 
50 cents, both postpaid. Order from V. 
Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


m Things Go Wrong 
(Job 1:20-22) 
OW did the jewel-polishing of God’s 
boys and girls go along last week? 
Did you take the troubles that came 
without exploding or losing patience? 
You remember, James used three words 
about troubles: joy, testing, patience. 
(Write them on the blackboard.) Let 
us put them in this order. (Erase 
“joy,” and write it after “patience.” 
Testing, patience, joy—that is the order 
in which they happen.) “Blessed is 
the man that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him” (Jas. 
1:12, Golden Text). , 

Let me read you more of James’ let- 
ter to Christians about trouble, pa- 
tience, and joy. (Read 5:7, 8, lla, 
pausing after each verse for a pupil to 
explain what he thinks it means. 
“Farmer” may be substituted for “hus- 
bandman” in verse 7. If you have pic- 
tures of planting and harvesting, mount 
them at either end of a strip of paper. 
Pupils may decide what months, taken 
from an old calendar, should be pasted 
between the pictures to indicate the 
period of patience.) 

Then James goes on to another il- 
lustration: “Ye have heard of the pa- 
tience of Job” (v. 1lb). Have you? 
He was a millionaire for those days. 
Look at his ranch (Job. 1:3. Have a 
pupil list on the blackboard the num- 
ber of each item). Perhaps sheep might 
be worth $25 apiece, camels $200, a 
yoke of oxen $300, donkeys $50. (Let 
the pupils multiply and total an esti- 
mate of his wealth.) Cows and other 
animals are not even mentioned. There 
were. hundreds of servants. His ten 
children and his servants had houses or 
tents to live in. (Add servants and 
ten children to the list on the board.) 
Oh, he was a rich man! And good! 
(Read v. 1, explaining “eschewed.”) It 
was a happy family, and the boys did 
not leave their sisters out of their fun 
and parties (v. 4). Job saw to it that 
all his family kept right with God (v. 
5. Chapters 29 and 31 give more details 
of his piety and charity). 

Then one day evérything, it seemed, 
happened! (As the tragedies of vv. 
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13-19 are mentioned, cross off the items 
on the blackboard.) All his wealth, 
all his children gone! He showed his 
sorrow in the ways of that day (v. 20). 
Then he prayed: I had nothing when I 
was born into this world. I will take 
nothing with me when I leave this 
world. The Lord gave me everything 
I had, 
everything away. “Blessed be the name 
of the Lord” (Job. 1:21, Memory Verse). 

Of course, Job did not know then 
why all this happened. But the Bible 
gives us the secret of what happened 
in Heaven and why God let Job be 
tested this way (vv. 6-12). Did Job 
stand the test? Satan still thought he 
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and now the Lord has taken. 


could make Job give up his faith in 
God. Then came more trouble for Job: 
a terrible, aching illness and friends 
who falsely accused him of sin. At 
last Satan and all Heaven and earth 
could see that Job trusted God no mat- 
ter what. Reward and joy came, but 
that is another story. Patience, pa- 
tience, patience, when you lose what 
you have, when you are sick and sore, 
when family and friends do not under- 
stand you. There is always God. And 
He has promised no test will be too 
hard for you and Him (1 Cor. 10:13; 
Jas. 1:5). Some day there will be the 
crown, with never a trouble again! 

The Golden .Text may be written on 








a sheet of note paper to go in last ¥ bs 


week’s James’ envelope. Promise a 
crown seal to go on the envelope in 
place of a stamp if the verse is mem- 
orized. 

ORONO, MAINE. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 16 
On-the-Job Training 
(Acts 12:12, 25; 13:4, 5, 13) 


the International 


Topics are onggvienied, b q 
and are 


Society of risti ndeavor, 
used by permission. 
HEN we learn that a buddy at 
school or college is “in training,” 
we know ‘that he is going to bed 
at reasonable hours, abstaining from 
sweets and fattening foods, eating mus- 
cle-building and nourishing meals, and 
getting plenty of fresh air and exer- 
cise, we know that he is doing this to 
make the football team or the basket- 
ball team or to win some athletic con- 
test. 
we 


When we hear that a young woman 
is in nurses’ training, we know that she 
is spending hours in study, learning by 
practice the care of patients, preparing 
diets for the sick, and doing all sorts of 
things, some of which are unpleasant 
and burdensome and yet are necessary 
to fit her for graduation as a registered 
nurse and to win the coveted nurse’s 
cap. 

we 


Paul points out in 1 Corinthians 9: 
24-27 that many individuals voluntarily 
undergo strict training and discipline so 
that they may win a prize, or award, 
or a title which, good and desirable 
though they may be,.at the best last 
only a few years. As a matter of fact, 
the crown of laurel leaves that was 
awarded in a Greek or Roman contest 
withered in a few days. 

The follower of the Lord Jesus, how- 
ever, is in training for a different pur- 
pose. He seeks, first of all, to lay hold 
upon, or to achieve, that for which 
Christ has laid hold upon him (Phil. 
3:12), and he fixes his eyes on a crown 
or an award that is eternal and in- 
finitely more worth while than any 
earthly award. This life is the Chris- 
tian’s training period for eternity. 


se 


Last week’s topic stressed the neces- 
sity of growth in the Christian life. 
Growth is important, but irresponsible 
growth without training and discipline 
can become unwieldy and ineffective. 
Witness a grapevine unpruned and al- 
lowed to grow rampant on the ground. 
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The Christian’s training, in some in- 
stances, may be specialized for full- 
time Christian service and undertaken 
for a time in a Bible college or semi- 
nary. In the main, however, the Chris- 
tian’s training is right where he is, at 
home, in school, or on the job. God, 
who has designed each of us for the 
particular good works that are in His 
plan for us (Eph. 2:10), brings into 
our daily lives the circumstances and 
lessons and -trials and blessings that 
will supply what we lack, stablish, 
strengthen us and settle us (1 Pet. 5: 
10). 

b 4 


John Mark, about whom our Scrip- 
ture verses for this week speak, had 
the advantage of a God-fearing mother 
who was evidently a follower and 
friend of the Lord Jesus. She opened 
her home as a meeting place for the 
disciples in a time when such a course 
could have subjected her to persecution 
(Acts 12: 1-3; 12). . 

ue 


Mark also had a godly cousin, Barna- 
bas, who was a valued member of the 
early Church. When Paul and Barna- 
bas were sent forth to carry the Gospel 
to Cyprus and beyond, Mark accom- 
panied them to help them. However, 
before their journey was completed, 
Mark left the party (Acts 13:13) and 
returned to Jerusalem. The reason for 
this return is not given, but it seems to 
have been an unworthy one for, when 
the second missionary journey was pro- 
jected, Paul refused to take Mark along, 
and over this objection Paul and Barna- 
bas parted company. Paul chose Silas 
for the journey and Barnabas took 
Mark with him to Cyprus. 


bd 


It is good to read that, whatever 
Mark’s difficulty was, it was evidently 
overcome later, for Paul writes in Colos- 
sians 4:10 that Mark was with him, 
and was to be received by the Colos- 
sian. Christians if he should come to 
them. Later, in a letter to Timothy, 
Paul speaks of Mark in highly com- 
mendatory terms (2 Tim. 4:11). Thus 
the Lord dealt with Mark and trained 
him until he became a faithful and ac- 
ceptable minister of Christ. 


Can we learn from Mark’s experience 
that, valuable as it is, Christian back- 
ground is not enough to equip us for 
Christian service? There must be a 
personal entering in to God’s plan for 
our individual lives and a persever- 
ance and faithfulness in pursuing that 
plan. Even the help and intercession 
of relatives and friends, welcome though 
that may be at times, will not fit us or 
equip us for the work God has designed 
for us. There must be a self-discipline’ 
and a consecration on our part if we 
are to win the crown. Paul ran the 
race of the Christian life not just for 
the sake of being in the race, but to 
win the prize. He fought the fight, 


not with uncertainty or as one that 
beats the air, but with telling blows 
and by keeping his own fleshly desires 
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under subjection (1 Cor. 9: 24-27). Isaac 
Watts, in his well-known hymn, re- 
minds us that zeal and courage and 
endurance are needed in this our train- 
ing period. Hé writes in part: 


Must I be carried to the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 

While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed o’er bloody seas? - 

Sure I must fight, if I would reign; 
Increase my orm = Lord; 

Tll bear the toil, ure the pain, 
Supported by Thy Word. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Message of the Resurrection 
(Continued from page 255) 


the endurance of the hope throughout 
our lives.” All Christian hope is based 
on the resurrection of Christ. Hope 
had been centered in the Lord Jesus 
while He was alive, that He would re- 
deem Israel: His death dashed that hope 
to the ground. . 

The two going to Emmaus said: “We 
hoped that it was he who should re- 
deem Israel” (Luke 24:21, A.S.V). The 
Greek word for “hope” in this verse is 
in the imperfect tense, and means, “We 
were hoping all along that He was 
about to redeem Israel.” That hope 
came to an end with the death of Christ, 
but it revived with His resurrection! 
And it stays alive today in all Chris- 
tian hearts! That is the teaching of 1 
Corinthians fifteen, the great resurrec- 
tion chapter of the Bible. In this 
chapter Paul goes on to tell what the 
Christian hopes for through the resur- 
rection of Christ. The believer hopes for 
his own resurrection. “Christ, in rising 
from the dead, is but the firstling or 
earnest of the resurrection of the whole 
number of .those that sleep ... is the 
Christian dead who are before the 
Apostle’s mind, when he calls our risen 
Lord ‘the firstfruits of them that are 
asleep’” (Alford). 

The resurrection of Christ gives and 
sustains the hope that in “the end... 
all rule and all authority and power” 
shall be abolished, and “all enemies put 
under his feet” (vv. 24, 25). 

The resurrection of Christ gives the 
hope that “the last enemy that shall 
be abolished is death” (v. 26, A.S.V.). 
It could not be if Christ had not risen 
from the dead. Truly the resurrection 
of Christ is a message of hope. I have 
long treasured the words of Paul in 1 
Tim. 1:1, where he says that The “Lord 
Jesus Christ . . . is our hope.” What 
hopeful words they are to us today—a 
day of distrust and fear and utter dis- 
may in the hearts of so many! But be- 
cause of His resurrection, the Lord Jesus 
Christ is our hope! Praise be to God! 

3. The resurrection of Christ is a 
message.of victory. That is the teaching 
of 1 Corinthians 15:54-57. The Easter 
hymns are songs of victory and tri- 
umph, as indeed they should be!’ We 
sing with Robert Lowry: “He arose a 
Victor from the dark domain.” And 
the old Latin hymn is yet a favorite 
Easter song: 





JEHOVAH 
JIREH! 





son Isaac—“The Lord will provide.” 
And almost a thousand years later 

David declared, “Thou preparest a 

table before me in the presence of mine 


the merciful and ample supply is the 
fact that it is our Lord Himself who 
prepares the table. 

As we scan the Annual Report, we 
ask in wonder, “How is all this pos- 
sible?” Brethren, there is only one 
reason—He who even in the very midst 
of enemies supplies our every need. 
Jehovah Jireh—the Lord will provide. 
Without fanfare or drive He ‘tenderly 
provides our necessities. We simply 
carry out the task He has given us. 
How we thank God for Himself! 

The table He has prepared is sur- 
rounded by faithful Christian friends 
who loyally support the work with 
their prayers and sacrificial giving. 

And there is another marvelous pro- 
vision which our Lord has spread be- 
fore us in the group of consecrated 
businessmen who serve on our Board 
of Directors often to the neglect of per- 
sonal affairs of pressing importance. 

But even this is not all. There are 
the missionary workers laboring in the 
vineyard day in and day out truly in 
the presence of enemies, for Jewish 
mission work is not an easy task. 

If you are led to share in this work 
with your prayers and gifts, let us 
send you the Annual Report Number 
of our magazine, THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE. Fill in the coupon and mail 
today. 
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New York 23, N. Y. 

Canadian Office: 

39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


God bless your efforts to evangelize the Jews. 
Please send me a B74 of the Annual PP 











Number of THE SEN PEOPLE. 

Name 

Address 

City Zone___ State________.. 





| 
J 








(15) 267 








Looking for a Coeducational 
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 


(Also grades 7 and 8) 
WHERE CHRIST IS FIRST?— 


ES A ademy 


SuHark River HILts 


NEPTUNE, NEw JERSEY 


Box 65 
Attention Dr. John J. McCall 
Distinctive Christian Education 


new 


Testament 


“But who say ye that I am?” asks Jesus. 
Modern scribes have answered: mystic, 
mantic, medium, or myth. The quest 
for another Jesus finds only the image 
of its generation in the New Testament. 
But Peter’s ringing answer summons 
New Testament scholarship to the ex- 
position of the apostolic witness — to 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God. 


Professor Ned B. Sonshowee, Yh. D. 


Machen’s biographer 
and friend is West- 
minster’s Dean of the 
Faculty. He is first a 
teacher who brings to 
class scholarship that 
is catching. Under this 
workman in the Word © 
men gain life-long love 
of the Greek New Testa- ; 
ment. He is editor of the New International 

Commentary on the New Testament and the 
author of books and articles that have ad- 
vanced evangelical study of the Gospels and 
the book of Revelation. 


Professor John Skilton, A.M.,Th.B. 


Students affirm that no 
teacher can correct an 
error in Greek grammar 
with John Skilton’s 
courtesy. His goal is to 
train exegetes with a 
reverent love for the 
Scriptures. His compe- 
tence in Greek is 
matched by his flair for 
English style; both are evident in a major work 
he is preparing on English versions of the New 
Testament which have appeared since 1881. 
He has served as Associate Dean, and is a 
sympathetic and ready counsellor. 


Courses leading to the B.D., Th.M., 
and Th.D. degrees are offered. 
For information, write 
The Director of Admissions, 


Westminster 


Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 


Ka erutew 








































































268 (16) 


7 





The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
The victory of life is won; 
The song of triumph has begun, Allelulia! 


Three times in the last section of 1 Co- 
rinthians 15 the victory of the Resur- 
rection is proclaimed. 

Anticipating the believers’ resur- 
rection because of Christ’s resurrection, 
Paul writes: “Death is swallowed up in 
victory” (v. 54). Looking directly at 
death, he again writes: “O death, where 
is thy victory? O death, where is thy 
sting?” (v. 55, AS.V) And, finally, 
with the whole subject of the Resur- 
rection in mind as written in the whole 
chapter before him, Paul writes, “But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(v. 57). 

Upon the crucifixion and burial of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, it looked like 
victory for death and the grave, but His 
resurrection showed that the victory 
was only apparent, not real. By the 
resurrection of Christ “the imaginary 
victory is conquered, and forced to re- 
sign his conquests and release his cap- 
tives. Thy triumphs, grave, are at an 
end” (Matthew Henry). The fruits of 
that victory may be enjoyed now. That 
is the message of the 5th and 6th chap- 
ters of Romans. It is the death of 
Christ that saves us from the guilt of 
sin and that reconciles sinners to God; 
it is the resurrection life of Christ that 
saves us from the power of sin and gives 
victory now. “For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his 
life’—His resurrected life (Rom. 5:10). 
Romans 6:4 further teaches that the 
victory of the resurrection of Christ 
may be ours in life now. “Therefore 
we are buried with him by baptism 
into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.” The full and final 
fruits of the victory of the Resurrection 
will be enjoyed after the resurrection 
of the body, and in the life eternal, in 
the body “raised in incorruption ... 
raised in power .. . raised a spiritual 
body” (1 Cor. 15: 42-44). 

4. The message of the Resurrection is 
a message of holiness. This, too, is the 
teaching of this great resurrection chap- 
ter. It is with the Resurrection in view 
that the writer of 1 Corinthians 15 says: 
“If the dead are not raised, let us eat 
and drink, for tomorrow we die. Be 
not deceived: Evil companionships cor- 
rupt good morals. Awake to soberness 
righteously, and sin not; for some have 
no knowledge of God: I speak this to 
move you to shame” (vv. 32-34, A.S.V). 
It is now a common saying among 
Christians that we should live “as 
though Christ died yesterday, rose to- 


day, and is coming tomorrow.” 


The secret of the life of victory and 
life of holiness is given in the words of 
the Holy Spirit through His apostle, 
Paul: “For if by one man’s offence 
death reigned by one; much more they 
which receive [continually receive, Gk.] 
abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign [as kings, Gk.] 
in life by one, Jesus Christ [the resur- 


rected Christ]” (Rom. 5:17). Praise 
God for the messages of the Resur- 
rection! 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
ve 


Our Father 
(Continued from page 254) 


faces, one by one, and they smiled. 

“What do I mean by saying that they 
are here?” inquired the teacher. 

“Well, when someone loves you like 
our fathers love us, they never quite 
forget about you,” said Elizabeth. “They 
are with us here because part of their 
heart is with us wherever they are.” 

“And that’s just why we can say 
that God is with. us, too, Elizabeth,” 
replied Miss MacDonald. “He loves us 
so dearly that part of His heart is with 
us wherever we are. We are never out 
of His sight, or out of His mind. His 
love, and His care, and His help—His 
whole heart—is with each one of us all 
the time.” 

“So that’s why it is true to say that 
although He’s in Heaven, He’s here with 
us, too,” said Robbie in relief. “I knew 
it was true, but I couldn’t quite say 
why.” 

“There’s another way we can look 
at it to help us understand it,” Miss 
Macdonald said. “Whose mother or 
father is in another city just now?” 

“Mine!” said Kathy. “They’re in Lon- 
don. Daddy’s at a Medical Convention.” 

“All right, Kathy. It’s a sunny day 
here today. Suppose it’s sunny in Lon- 
don, too, thousands of miles away. Is 
it a different sun shining on them over 
there?” 

“No,” said Kathy, “It’s the same one.” 

“So the sun is in Toronto today, and 
it’s also in London. And in Los Angeles 
and Montreal and Paris, and thousands 
of other places, too. Does that help 
you to see how God can be in Heaven 
and also on earth?” 

The children nodded. That was easy 
to understand. 

“What other illustrations can you give 
to prove that God can be there and 
here, too—something else that seems to 
be in more than one place at once?” 
asked the teacher. 

“The atmosphere,” replied Peter 
promptly. Peter was interested in sci- 
ence. “The layer of atmosphere that 
surrounds the earth touches all parts of 
the world at once. If it didn’t, people 
would suffocate.” 

“Good illustration, Peter!” Miss Mac- 
Donald answered. “Anyone else got 
an illustration?” 

“What about lightning?” asked Chris- 
topher. “We see it here, but it’s really 
miies and miles and. miles away. Wher- 
ever you happen to be, you think it’s 
near you. It seems to be in several 
places at once.” , 

“And the moon and stars are like 
the sun,” suggested Dale. “The same 
ones are seen all over the world.” 

“Now you ate really beginning to 
think,” approved Miss MacDonald. “All 
these things are splendid examples, and 
they all help us to understand God’s 
presence with us a little better. 
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“Actually, though, not one of them 
is quite good enough. Not one of them 
really explains how God can be in 
Heaven and yet present here with us, 
too. For God is greater than any of 
these examples—greater even than 
Daddy’s love being with us wherever 
we are. For not only God’s love but 
His actual presence, His very own self, 
is here with us now, and wherever we 
may go, today and always. Because 
He has made us His very own children 
through faith in the Lord Jesus, al- 
though He is in Heaven, yet His love, 
His care, His very heart itself, His own 
presence, is with us all the time. John 
tells us that ‘He dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you.’ 

“David the Psalmist had some very 
interesting things to say about that in 
Psalm 139. We haven’t time to read it 
this morning, but perhaps some of you 
may care to look it up during an odd 
minute or two through the day.” 

Miss MacDonald wrote “Psalm 139” 
on the board. Then she said: “Now 
since God is in Heaven, and also with 
us here, shall we not seek today to live 
in His presence, and without sin, just 
as His angels live before Him in 
Heaven? We can’t do these things by 
ourselves; we are continually slipping 
into one kind of sin or another; but we 
can ask Him to help us. Let’s ask 
Him now to help us to live lives that 
will be pleasing to Him today.” 

So the children bowed their heads, 
and quietly prayed. Then they settled 
down to work. They worked especially 
well that day. Somehow, they felt that 
God was with them, and was helping 
them in all that they did. 





Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee 
that Thou art here with us today. We 
thank Thee that no matter where we go, 
or what we do, Thou art with us. We 
ask Thee to help us to live today in 
Thy holy presence. Help us to seek to 
please Thee in every thought we think, 
every word we say, every deed we do. 
Keep us from all sin and wrong, this 
day and every day, until at last we shall 
see Thee face to face in Heaven. We 
ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

(To be continued) 





This series of articles on “The Lord's 
Prayer” by E. Margaret Clarkson will be pub- 
ogee | in book form, in the summer of 1961 
by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Gran 
Rapids 3, Mich., and permission to serialize 
a has been granted to The Sunday School 

‘imes. 


Alaskan Cities To Be Visited 
By Christian Fellowship Tour 


HE scenery ‘along the Inside Passage 

from Vancouver, British Columbia, 
to Skagway, Alaska, is magnificent, but 
this is not the only attraction on such a 
cruise as the Christian Fellowship Party 
will enjoy this summer. The relaxation 
and comfort aboard the Canadian Pa- 
cific’s S S Princess Louise will add much 
to the pleasure of such a vacation, as 
will the visits to interesting ports along 
the way. Stops will be made at Prince 
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Rupert, Juneau, Ketchikan, and Wran- 
gell. Ketchikan is Alaska’s first city, 
commercially, 662 miles north of Seattle. 
It is on the western shore of Revilla- 
gigedo Island, overlooking beautiful 
Tongass Narrows. Homes built on the 
steep hillside command a spectacular 
view of the surrounding islands, of the 
sea, and of the waterfront. 

: Commercial fishing is the main in- 
dustry, and the harbor is usually filled 
with all kinds of fishing boats. These 
boats bring in vast quantities of salmon 
and halibut for use in the canneries. 
Ketchikan is said to have the largest 
fleet for halibut fishing in the world. 

Many other interesting and beautiful 
features will make this year’s tour de- 
lightful. Time will be spent in Seattle, 
one of the West’s finest cities. Accom- 
modations will be at the fine Olympic 
Hotel, and a full day will be spent in 
visiting beautiful Mt. Rainier, with lunch 
and dinner at the unique Paradise Inn. 
Portland, the “City of Roses,” will be 
visited, and around this. area a fine 
sight-seeing tour will take the party to 
the charming Multnomah Falls and to 
Bonneville Dam, with a view of salmon 
struggling northward. Two nights will 
be spent at the magnificent Empress 
Hotel in Victoria, with sight-seeing : of 
this British city, with its world-famous 
Butchard’s' Flower Gardens. Camera 
enthusiasts will have a grand time here. 
A thrilling railroad trip on a narrow- 
gauge railroad for about sixty-nine 
miles will take you through towering 
mountains and past sparkling lakes and 
beautiful wild flowers, from Skagway 
to Carcross in the Yukon Territory. 
Lake Louise and Banff will be visited, 
with an overnight at their beautiful 
hotels. 

This year’s Christian Fellowship Tour 
leaves Chicago July 13th and returns to 
Chicago August 2. For those who may 
be interested, there is an attractive folder 
available giving costs and details. Send 
a card to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. Mr Jaeger, a di- 
rector of the Times, and Mrs. Jaeger, 
will accompany the tour throughout. 


Me 
The Meaning of Genesis 3:15 


(Continued from page 254) 


where he is spoken of as “that old 
serpent, called the Devil and Satan.” 

The curse that was pronounced upon 
the serpent is threefold. The first part: 
recorded in verse 14, dealt with the 
creature itself for lending itself to the 
design of Satan. Under the curse it 
became a writhing reptile crawling 
upon the ground instead of the. beau- 
tiful creature it was originally. 

But the curse goes beyond the crea- 
ture to the evil spiritual being that 
used the serpent. Warfare was de- 
clared between the “seed” of the woman 
and the “seed” of the serpent (v. 15). 
The outward, physical aspect of this 
warfare is seen in the almost universal 
hatred that men have of snakes, except 
in those lands where, in demon wor- 
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ship, the snake is venerated. The far 
more reaching and spiritual aspects of 
the enmity between Satan and man- 
kind are repeatedly mentioned in the 
Scriptures, in such passages as Job l, 
Luke :31, John 13:27, Acts 3:15, 2 
Cor. 2:11; 12:7; 1 Pet. 5:8, and the like. 

The third part of the.curse is seen in 
the second half of verse 15. . This is 
often called the protevangelium, or pro- 
togospel, the first mention of a coming 
Redeemer. The “seed” of the woman, 
who in the fullness of time was to be 
the Lord Jesus, was to bruise the head 
of the serpent. Already the bruising 
of the serpent’s head has been begun 
as a glorious company of the redeemed 
have been “delivered . . from the 
power of darkness, and .. . translated 
. . . into the kingdom of his dear Son” 
(Col. 1:13). A great company are in 
Heaven, awaiting the resurrection of 
their bodies at the coming of the Lord 
Jesus (1 Thess. 4:16); others are here 
on earth engaged in the struggle against 
the powers of darkness, but neverthe- 
less “kept by the power of God through 
faith unto. salvation ready to be re- 
vealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5). 
But the bruising of fhe serpent’s head 
will not be completed until Satan is 
cast forever into the lake of fire (Rev. 
20: 10). 

However, in rejoicing over the pro- 
gressive fulfillment of this first proph- 
ecy of redemption, we must not lose 
iSight of the fact that the bruising of 
the serpent’s head cost a terrible price. 
On Calvary’s cross the Lord Jesus 
yielded up His own life in order that 
Satan might be defeated, and He suf- 
fered there an awful separation from 
the Father that our separation from 
God might be healed and we might be 
united with Him and the Father 
throughout all eternity. This was the 
cost of man’s sin and the price of re- 
demption that God and the Lord Jesus 
gladly paid for us. “What a wonderful 
Saviour is Jesus our Lord!” 
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Divisive Reconciler 
(Continued from page 259) 


He was a revolutionary who insisted 
that we must treat our enemies as well 
as or even better than our friends. He 
insisted that we forgive seventy times 
seven. He insisted that we be like the 
despised Samaritan who helped his 
neighbor when the priest and Levite 
had failed to do so. Gentle Jesus, meek 
and mild! What extravagant demands 
He advanced, turning religion inside 
out! What absurd teachings He set 
forth, contrary to all common sense! 
What blasphemous claims He made, put- 
ting Himself on a level with God! 

Really, then, it is not strange that the 
good people, the synagogue-going 
crowd; were shocked and offended by 
this carpenter. It is not strange that 
they called Him every vile thing in 
their guttersnipe vocabulary. It shocks 
us, of course, but they called him a 
madman, a Samaritan, a deceiver, a 
glutton, a winebibber, a bastard, a male- 
factor, a devil, and a blasphemer. It is 
not strange that the good people, the 
synagogue-going crowd, conspired to kill 
Him—and did kill Him. He was ob- 
viously a menace to decent society. 

Gentle Jesus, meek and mild! He set 
His face like a flint to go up to Jeru- 
salem when His disciples begged Him 
to reverse His course and save His life. 
Gentle Jesus, meek and mild. With the 
unyieldingness of steel He went to the 
cross in obedience to His Father’s will 
and in order that He might become 
the reconciler of lost humanity. 


(To be continued) 
wy 


Difficulties and obstacles are God’s 
challenges to faith. When hindrances 
confront us in the path of duty, we are 
to recognize them as vessels for faith to 
fill with the fullness and all-sufficiency 
of Jesus.—A. B. Simpson. 





The Faith of a Little Boy 


(Continued from page 259) 


Then one April morning he came in 
almost breathless with excitement and 
pulled me out into the garden to see 
the tiny blossom buds. We all learned 
from that tree: I for one had no idea 
that apple blossoms come before the 
leaves, but they do. 

However, those first few blossoms 
blew off and no apples appeared. The 


following year we had fertilized the ~ 


tree and several blossoms matured, so 
that in August there were a few large, 
light green apples. Then the little 
planter’s joy was complete! When the 
apple tree was about seven years old, it 
was a cloud of pink blossoms, which 
sent their delightful fragrance all 
around the. block. Our little son 
(grown taller now) and I had our pic- 
tures taken there on Mother’s Day. 

Now when his father remembers to 
spray it, that tree yields bushels of 
lovely apples. I-preserve some, make 
apple pies, applesauce; we eat them 
fresh from the tree and share with the 
neighbors: For years we’ve had table 
and chairs there, where, in the shade of 
the apple tree, many happy meals have 
been eaten. Today the tree is a picture 
of pink beauty and delightful fragrance. 
As a rule it is in full bloom the last 
week in April. Often visitors will ex- 
claim, “What, an apple tree in the ci 
Then the story is told over again of 
little boy who planted one seed and 
prayed that it would grow. He lived to 
see the miracle of a tiny brown seed 
develop into a large, fruit-bearing tree, 
with branches reaching over the garage 
and over the neighbor’s fence. 

Our “little boy” has just had his 
fourth little boy, and as I see them 
toddling under his tree, I wonder and I 
hope, oh, how I hope, that now as a 
grown man and father, his faith in 
God is as simple and trusting as it was 
when he prayed about the tiny seed. 
May he teach his dear little boys to 
trust God in this day, as he did in his 
childhood days. 


RicHmMonD Hi, N. Y. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Committed to Christ. By Harold W. 
Reed. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6,-Mich., $2.) Eight baccalau- 
reate messages form the contents of this 
book. They were preached by the au- 
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thor, president of Olivet Nazarene Col- 
lege, Kankakee, IIl., since 1949, to col- 
lege youth and contain in them strong 
conviction and straightforward chal- 
lenge. They exalt the Bible and Christ 
not merely as supremely useful, but as 
absolutely necessary to a life of peace 
and power, salvation and success. Dr. 
Reed speaks forcefully, using illustra- 
tive material from the world of phi- 
losophy and science to help explain and 
emphasize his Scripturally authoritative 
themes. The result is an effective dec- 
laration of the Christian message and, 
incidentally, an efficient defense of the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. 


Calvary to Pentecost. By F. B. Meyer. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich. $1.75.) The name F. B. Meyer on 
any book assures the reader that this is 
the work of one of the great spiritual 
giants of another generation. This book 
was originally printed in 1894, which 
shows that the spiritual vitality of these 
messages has been lasting. The author 
begins his work where most leave off. 
He begins at the Cross and goes on from 
there through Pentecost into the life of 
the Christian as the Spirit guides, 
guards, and goads. 


The Royal Route to Heaven. Studies 
in First Corinthians. By Alan Red- 
path. (Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $3.50.) Applying every 
section of the Epistle to everyday life, 
the pastor of the Moody Church, Chi- 
cago, takes the reader right through the 
Book. His emphasis is on the lessons 
that are needed by Christians today, 
rather than on an exposition of every 
text. He does, however, face squarely 
difficult passages, and gives reasonable 
solutions. For instance, in discussing 
divorce and remarriage, he shows why 
he believes that the innocent party is 
permitted to remarry; and he holds 
that women are allowed to speak in 
church, giving other Scriptures to sup- 
port his view; and believes that the 
passages on dress do not require as 
rigid an interpretation as some have 
given them. Mr. Redpath writes as a 
sympathetic, warm-hearted pastor, who 
knows well the temptations and prob- 
lems that Christians are beset with to- 
day. He says many fine things, as, for 
example: “The extent to which sin is 
permitted is the measure in which ap- 
petite for the Word will depart.” “The 
only gifts I would ask for are the gift 
of speaking with a tongue controlled 
from Heaven and the gift of healing 
and comforting a broken heart.” “Isn’t 
it amazing how people are far more 
Scared of holiness than they are of 
sin?” He gives four chapters to First 
Corinthians 13, which are particularly 
800d. In a personal letter the author 
wrote to this reviewer, “I cannot claim 
that, in any sense, this is an exposition 
of 1 Corinthians, but it is simply the 
Tecording in print of preaching on that 
— which came from a burdened 
eart.” 


John Wesley’s Religious Quest. By 
Thomas Reed Jeffery. (Vantage Press, 
Inc. New York 1; $5.) “I began to ask 
myself why a man of Wesley’s heritage, 
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home training, and intellectual caliber 
required thirteen years to find the first 
and simplest part of the Gospel.” His 
curiosity thus aroused, Methodist Jef- 
fery spent twenty-five years in study 
and research. The present volume, re- 
plete with notes and references, came 
out of that study of the 13 years from 
1725 to 1738. The average reader may 
find the volume a bit tedious; the 
historian, lay or professional, will dis- 
cover some new insights into Wesley- 
anism, as well as much more to ponder 


and reconsider. There is, unfortu- 
nately, no index. 
Baker’s Dictionary of Theology. 


Everett F. Harrison, Editor-in-Chief. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich.; $8.95.) This volume will pay for 
itself, again and again, as the careful 
reader ponders its contents. Statisti- 
cally, it devotes 580 pages to the analysis 
of 874 theological words by 138 con- 
tributors from many parts of the world. 
Theologically it stands:in the Protestant 
tradition. A few articles were written 
by Anglicans and Methodists; still fewer 
are from the Lutheran standpoint. The 
large majority are written by British 
and American evangelicals who are, 
some more, some less, committed to 
Calvinistic theology. The basic fun- 
damentals of the Faith are expounded. 
Dr. Carl Henry, under “Inspiration,” 
says that “the whole of Scripture is of 
irrefragable authority.” Ronald S. Wal- 
lace gives a high view of “Christology,” 
while Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., pre- 
sents evidence for the “Virgin Birth.” 
Dr. Vernon Grounds argues for a 
“penal [substitutionary] atonement” by 
Christ, and Dr. Wilbur Smith deals ad- 
mirably with the bodily resurrection. 
Controversial points are viewed ob- 
jectively: Baptists and non-Baptists, 
Lutherans and the Reformed, mille- 
narians and amillenarians, will find their 
tenets expressed in a brief but lucid 
exposition. Readers of all types will 
benefit from this volume, although min- 
isters and Sunday school teachers will 
use it most frequently. 


Star Eye. A story of the Revolution- 
ary War period. By William Schmidt. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., cloth bound, $2.50.) 
Willie Diehl, not yet six year old, was 
kidnapped early in the story and lived 
for years in an Indian tribe, under the 
name of Star Eye. Circumstances in- 
dicated that Willie had drowned, and 
heartbreaking sorrow was the result in 
the lives of his parents, his sister, and 
his great uncle, Traugott Keller, a stal- 
wart and godly German immigrant pi- 
oneer who had protected and reared 
Willie’s mother as a young girl and into 
young womanhood. So effective had 
been the Christian training of the little 
boy that he maintained a strong Chris- 
tian testimony throughout the years 
that he was confined in the heathen 
Indian camp. The plot is fascinating, 
natural, and intriguing; and throughout 
the entire book there is presented a 
faith in and dependence upon God that 
will strengthen the faith of every Chris- 
tian who reads it, and cannot fail to in- 
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fluence young people for good. It will 
be very difficult to lay the book aside 
until Chapter XIX is finished on page 
302. 


Personal Power Through the Spirit- 
ual Disciplines. By G. Ernest Thomas. 
(Abingdon Press, Nashville 2, Tenn. $2.) 
Subtitled “A Devotional Guide for More 
Dynamic Discipleship,” these pages pre- 
sent a gentle but firm challenge to 
increased devotion, sincere, complete 
dedication. Seven chapters, each con- 
taining seven parts, give readings for as 
many days on the subjects of worship, 
family religion, Bible reading, prayer, 
tithing, witnessing, and service, all re- 
ferred to as “disciplines.” Each day’s 
reading consists of a title, a text, a 
meditation, a prayer, and a Scripture 
portion to be read from the Bible. Dr. 
Thomas makes practical suggestions in 
simple language sprinkled with fresh 
illustrations. The result is interesting 
reading which, though brief, is perti- 
nent and persuasive. This is the kind of 
book that lends itself to personal, -fam- 
ily, or group devotions. It will be use- 
ful and effective whether read silently 
for oneself or aloud to others or as a 
guide in the preparation of messages 
to be given in public meetings. (Note: 
exception must be taken to the author’s 
approval of “The Interpreter’s Bible,” 
a liberal commentary.) 
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The Epistle to the Romans. By John 
Murray. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $5.) The New 
International Commentary on the New 
Testament (Ned B. Stonehouse, General 
Editor) is represented by this volume. 
Dr. Murray is professor of systematic 
theology, Westminster Theological Sem- 
inary, Philadelphia. He has presented 
a worthy addition to this series of com- 
mentaries, adequately maintaining the 
high standards set for it. Throughout 
the work scholarship (immersionists 
will take exception) and spirituality are 
in evidence, along with a thoroughness 
that results in a full volume of over 
400 pages, covering only the first eight 
chapters of Romans. What was in- 
tended to be a one-volume treatment 
of the entire Epistle is therefore vol- 
ume 1 of a two-part work, the second 
of which will not be immediately avail- 
able. In addition to analysis and 
interpretation of the text, there is dis- 
cussion of introductory matters, such 
as the Church of Rome, the author and 
occasion of the writing of the Epistle, 
and a summary of its contents. There 
are also helpful appendixes on the sub- 
jects of justification, faith, Isaiah 53:11, 
and Karl Barth on Romans 5. Careful 
and complete indexing (five separate 
indexes) enhance the practical useful- 
ness of the book for research purposes. 
It is ‘to be hoped that volume 2, com- 
pleting Dr. Murray’s erudite study of 
Romans, will appear in due time. 


Teachers’ New Testament. With Notes 
and Helps. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich, $3.95.) Originally 
printed in 1912 by Thomas Nelson & 
Sons, this handy little volume is now 
available in a new edition produced: by 
the photolithoprint process. The text 
is the American Standard Version, with 
the. words of Christ emphasized in 
heavy black letters. Each page con- 
tains explanatory comment, the amount 
of space given to such varying from 
one-third to one-half the page. Helpful 
introductory articles appear at the be- 
» ginning of each book, written, as were 
the running notes, by outstanding schol- 
ars (twenty-one in all) including Mar- 
cus Dods, Sir William Ramsay, James 
Denney, and Benjamin B. Warfield. To 


the preacher who has large, full com- - 


mentaries in his library this work will 
seem limited and elementary. To the 
layman who may have little or no 
study material at hand it will be of real 
practical value, for the notes do help to 
make clear the meaning of the text. 
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Family Worship, daily Bible readings and 
notes ig weed by e Scripture Union, 
2136 Darby Road, Havertown, P. 


Mon., April 17. Genesis 7:17-24. 
We have today a picture of the com- 
plete destruction which resulted from 
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God’s judgment (v. 23).. God’s judgment 
was also certain. In the New Testament 


“Peter uses the picture of Noah’s flood- 


to impress upon men the certainty of 
the final judgment, next time not by a 
flood’ of water, but by fire: If God did 
not spare the ancient world, but pre- 
served Noah ... then the Lord knows 
how to rescue the godly from trial, 
and to keep the unrighteous under pun- 
ishment until the day of judgment (2 
Pet. 2:5, 9). Let us make sure that we 
are in the New Testament ark of safety 
—Jesus Christ! 


Tues., April 18. Genesis 8:1-12. 

Even though Noah was safe in the 
ark, he wanted to be reassured about 
the time when it would be safe to leave 
it. “And God remembered .. .” Many 
times in the Bible the two words “And 
God” introduce a change in things, and 
they certainly do here. Noah sends 
two birds from the ark to scout for 
him: a black raven, that did not alight 
until the water level had fallen, and 
proved useless to him as it flew aim- 
lessly to and fro; and a dove, which 
brought Noah the information that he 
needed each time it returned. After 
the first flight it returned to the ark— 
telling Noah that the time had' not come 
to disembark. After a week’s wait, he 
sent the dove on the second flight and 
it returned with a fresh olive leaf—so 
that Noah knew that the water had 
subsided to below treetop level. After 
another week, the dove flew off for the 
third time and did not come back—and 
so Noah knew that the dove had settled 
down to its normal life, and the water 
must heve drained away. Are our lives 
aimless and useless; or full of purpose 
and use, whatever we do, as a Chris- 
tian’s should be? 


Wed., April 19. Genesis 8:13-22. 

Even though Noah could see the earth 
was dry, he waited, as he had done 
each time, for God’s orders before mak- 
ing a move. When the command comes 
he obeys it promptly. Again, God gives 
to His creatures the command to be 
fruitful, as in the beginning (v.. 22), 
showing that He had rescued them to 
carry out the first plan. Noah’s first 
deed in beginning his new life is to 
offer sacrifices of every clean animal, 
which pleased God. In this the lesson 
for: the Christian is that, at the outset 
of his Christian life, when he has been 
saved by Jesus Christ, he ought to dedi- 
cate everything that he possesses to 
God. 


Thurs., April 20. Genesis 9:8-17. 

God here sets out the terms of His 
first solemn agreement, or “covenant,” 
with man. It is to reassure Noah and 
his descendants that there will never 
again be another flood that will cause 
such widespread damage. God chooses 
the rainbow to be a sign of this prom- 
ise. It was intended to remind men 
whenever they saw it of God’s mercy 
in sparing them from further judgment. 
Thus God shows to John in the Book of 
Revelation the rainbow around God’s 
throne in Heaven (Rev. 4:3), to show 
that those in Heaven are there just be- 
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cause God’s mercy has saved than _ 
judgment. 


Fri., April 21. Genesis 11:1-9, 3 

The plans were to build the city and 
tower of Babel proud and self-reliant; 
and so they were evil at heart. This 
lack of humility is shown both in the 
small detail and in the larger design 
of the plans. In detail, men chose to 
use bricks made by themselves instead 
of the natural stone of God’s creation, 
In their design of the city and tower, 
they were equally arrogant, because 
they built to make a name for them- 
selves, and to increase their own rep- 
utation. And their desire to make a 
tower with its top in the heavens wag 
an attempt to reach God by their own 
efforts, and shows up their pride. 


Sat., April 22. Genesis 12:1-10, 

Today we begin the biography of one 
of the great men of the Bible, the man 
of faith, Abraham (or Abram, as his 
name was originally). He lived in one 
of the world’s oldest towns, Ur of the 
Chaldees, in Mesopotamia. It is from 
him that the Jews, God’s chosen people 
in Old Testament days, trace their de- 
scent. God gives Abraham a command, 
“Get thee out,” and a promise joined 
to it, “I will make.” God wants to 
begin again with a new nation because 
Noah’s descendants have gone wrong. 
God therefore tells the man whom He 
has chosen, Abraham, to leave his 
country and family and friends be 
cause they might make it difficult for 
Abraham to obey God, and God prom- 
ises to make a great nation of obedient 
people from his descendants. 


Sun., April 23. Genesis 13:1-, 
A quarrel about worldly wealth i 
causes a break in family relations; we 
need to be on guard against the covet 
ousness in our own hearts which can 
lead to a quarrel. The increasing 
wealth of Abraham and his nephew 
Lot after their visit to Egypt led first 
to a difference between them, then to 
a quarrel between their servants, and 

finally to their separation. 

Abraham had been living close to 
God, calling upon His name in prayer, 
This is the reason why he was ready 
with a wise suggestion, which avoided 
further quarreling. Abraham’s g 
ous yielding of the right of first 
of territory, which was due to him 
the elder, stopped further strife 
shows his humility. This wi s 
to go without our rights is a true sign 
of Christian humility, and it is oftel 
needed in family life. eo] 
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Daily Bible Readings 
To Accompany the Lesson | 
Mon., Apr. 10—Romans 8:18-30 
Tues., Apr. 11—2 Corinthians 1: 

3-11 

Wed., Apr. 12—Job 19:21-27 a 
Thurs., Apr. 13—James 1:12-18 4 
Fri., Apr. 14—Proverbs 3:11-18 
Sat., Apr. 15—Philippians 1:12-18 ~ 
Sun., Apr. 16—1 Peter 5:1-11 
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